CHEROENHAKA  (NOTTOWAY)  INDIAN TRIBE 




            OF                                                                                                                                                                              SOUTHAMPTON  COUNTY  VIRGINIA                                                   
ADDRESS THE STATE OF THE TRIBE ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES                                                                                                     February 27th, 2010 * RUTH B. CAMPBELL LIBRARY * FRANKLIN, VIRGINIA  1:00PM                                     DRAFTED BY:  DEBORAH “TIGER LILY” MOTAHARI                                                               *MEETING OPENEND WITH IROQUOIS PRAYER BY CHIEF WALT “RED HAWK” BROWN* 
 ROLL CALL:  COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Chief Brown, War Chief William Lamb “Spread Eagle” Howell, Vashti “Sparrow Hawk” Clarke, Cynthia “ Water Lily” Brown, Ethel “Sunceray” Johnson, Teressa “ChenoaBuck” Baxter,  Lovie “Strong Woman” Roscoe  BOARD MEMBERS: Beverly “BareFoot” El, Deborah “Tiger Lily” Motahari,  Member at Large Teresa Preston (ASV)                  TRIBAL MEMBERS: Waleisha “ Ia Tethrake” Hunt, Juanita “Earth Woman” Smith, Gloria “Little Sparrrow” Hawkins, Rick Ferguson, Adam Ferguson, Larry “Spirit Wolf” Pegram, Bernard “Fire Walker” Hedgepeth Sr., Lila “ Spirit Heart” Hedgepeth, Donnie “One Feather” Freeman, Rickie “Two Beavers” Boone, Kitty “Yellow SkyWoman” Boone, Stephanie “Dancing Wolf” Brown-Valderrama, Jimmy “Faith Warrior” Hargrove, Cheryl “Song Bird” Hargrove, Darryl “Counting Bear” Black, Ethel “Wellea” Ferguson, Brenda “Sequoia” Taylor, Jade “Dancing RainDrop” Hughes, Jade “Buffalo Heart Woman” Hanson, Darlean “Spread Wings” Wilkerson, Eugene “Singing Bear” Scott, Carolyn “White Dove” Brown, Charles E. “ Brave Heart” Baxter, Debra “Smiling Fawn” Vincent, Nicole “Aleshanne”  Wilkerson 
OLD BUSINESS: 
· Chief Brown asked  those in attendance to raise their hands if they don’t know the password to the member page on our website. He explains that no one is allowed to give this information out except him and gives the password out to those in attendance. 
·  Chief Brown gave a brief overview of the last nine years on our Tribe which started out on the Kello Farm where part of the Circle and Square Tract is. He read the overview from The Tribal Goals that was passed out to all tribal members present. He also gave a briefing of the Native American Procession in Washington D. C. that his mother recorded. 
· The Tribal Land disbursement was discussed and explained to tribal members present that for each paying tribal member  who has paid in full would receive a certificate stating the amount of shares paid in full. 

· The BIA packet enclosures for Federal Recognition was briefed and criteria for recognition was noted.  Chief Brown states we need help getting everything accomplished for Federal Recognition. He has asked Charles “Brave Heart” Baxter III for his assistance in getting this packet together. 
· Re-seeding of the land was discussed. Chief Brown has contacted someone in North Carolina about the sand. He indicated that he cannot get a condition to use permit because of him being a Board of Supervisor in Southampton County. The land needs to be excavated. 

· Vashti “Sparrow Hawk” Clarke has asked again to have a copy of the tribal shield for golf towels. Chief Brown will send a copy to her and a copy to Charles “Brave Heart” Baxter III. 
· We still need the spread sheet from July 2009 Powwow and it needs to be done soon.

· The Nottoway Powwow needs a letter sent to Ronnie Rourk regarding the loss of $1200 at the October 2009 Powwow. The letter needs to indicate that we need a grant for $8000- $10,000 or we won’t be able to do the Powwow states Chief Brown. 

· Chief states also that the Virginia Beach Powwow needs more exposure and advertisement and possibly more grant money. 

· Cynthia “Water Lily” Brown read notes from February 11th 2010. Corrections were noted and accepted with a motion by William Lamb “Spread Eagle” Howell and 2nd by Deborah “Tiger Lily” Motahari.                                      PG. 1 
OLD BUISNESS CONTINUED: 
· The land note has a balance of $37,657.39 left on it. 

· TREASURY CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCES; 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION: $17,301.66 BB&T
· On Feb. 12th 2010 a deposit was made of $2080.40
· $611.51 SUNTRUST ACCOUNT BALANCE

· THE TRIBAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE IS NOT AVAILABLE TODAY DUE TO THE FACT THAT VICE-CHIEF ELLIS “SOARING EAGLE” WRIGHT IS NOT PRESENT. 
· TRIBAL CLANS: Chief Brown informed  members present how the clans are formed and the ones we are using. He also states that our clans are parallel to the Onondaga Indian Tribe and that they have more of our language.

1. 2002 elected nine clans








2. Clan leaders and mothers were determined






3. Each carries a meaning








4. We don’t follow the old ways, we use a modern day council 




5. There are 3 groups

· 1st Group: Air


2nd Group: Land                


3rd Group: Water
                      Hawk



Bear




Beaver
                              Heron



Deer




Eel

          Snipe



Wolf




Turtle
· We are thinking about adopting one more clan the Wild Potato Clan. We can no longer use the Eagle Clan. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

· Article XVI of the By-Laws needs to be amended and a motion is needed for this amendment. The amendment is that the Eagle Clan be reverted to the Heron Clan and Fox with Wolf Clan. The motion was moved for the amendment in Article XVI by Vashti Clarke and 2nd by Cynthia Brown. Motion was accepted. 

· Tribal member Stephanie Brown is present today with her husband Paco Valdarramma. He  set up a microphone and played two beautiful flute tunes for our spirit and enjoyment. He states that he is intrigued with the native flute and has always wanted to perform using the Native American flute. 
· Cassandra Holland Requizo is present to sign a document for the BIA packet and will give Teressa Baxter her administrative dues. 

· Language surveys were requested from tribal members and were given to Waleisha Hunt. 

· Chief Brown was in communiqué with Ramona Big Eagle regarding a grant last night. He is to complete this conversation on Sunday.  He stressed that there are individuals present today that are capable of doing this and they need to get busy.
· Chief Brown briefs on the HJ 171 Resolution and the conflict related to the Nottoway Indian Tribe of VA INC.
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· The Tribe is informed of the outcome of the cruise done by Kea Turner on a tract of land across from ours which butts up to the Nottoway River and gives us access to the Nottoway River from our property if this tract of land is purchased. Kea Turner needs to be paid from the Heritage Foundation account in the amount of $500.  Chief Brown wants the Council Members to make an offer for the bid. A motion was made by Vashti “Sparrow Hawk” Clarke that we go with the offer that was made for the land that we have acquired recently at $1375 an acre and Teressa “ChenoaBuck” 2nd the motion.  Motion was accepted for consideration of  $214,128.25 
· Chief Brown asked Tribal Members if they had any questions or concerns. The War Chief William Lamb “Spread Eagle” Howell comments that there was a lot of work involved in the trips to the VA General Assembly for our recognition. He commends those that were present and stressed that from the time we left until we got to Richmond that the ladies were continuously working putting papers together for our trip. He also states that the other tribe did steal our information to get recognized. He also recommended that if we had an issue with the Chief or any member that we voice our issues individually.
· Stephanie “Dancing Wolf” Brown-Valderrama states that she is so relieved that we have gotten to the point we are at and that she had to leave to take care of her parents. She asked those present if they had any recipes to give them to Vashti and also has emailed Vashti on the Hawk Habitat information 

· The adoption on the Hawk Habitat has taken place and Vashti gave this information to Chief Brown that Stephanie gave her. Debbie Jeter was supposed to be here today to give an overview regarding this. She is working with Chief Brown on this because she is the sponsor for the Habitat. 






 
· Ethel “Sunceray” Johnson states that we need to do something special for our Secretaries and their hard work.       
************************************************************************************************************* 
· Insurance:  Teresa Preston At Large Board Member has contacted Farm Bureau regarding our Tribal Land. She has received one quote of 1 million dollars. She states that it would be $114 per year by membership. He stresses that the plan needs to be stratified as an entity of (The Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Heritage Foundation) and not by individual membership. She says she will have to check to see if it can be set up as an entity. For clarity she does state the insurance has to be set up by an  individual.  This insurance would be for liability. Event insurance was found of FilmInsurance.com and covers 3 powwows. She did not have a quote for this. Chief Brown stated that we need Event Liability Insurance and asked all council members to look for this. 

· UPCOMMING POWWOW INFO: We have Yough-Ta-Nund as our drum for July Powwow. We are in need of an MC and another drum. Chief states also that we can use Paco Valderrama (Stephanie’s Husband).  Contract for Powwow vendors will be e-mailed to Deborah Motahari to post it to our Web site.  
· Chief states he needs to think about replacing Vice-Chief on the Tourism Committee in Southampton County and  has asked Charles Baxter for his assistance in sitting in on the Tourism Committee. 
· Chief Brown has indicated that he would like to make a CD with our tribal language on it. He would be speaking the language and there would be a female translating in English also possibly have Donnie Freeman play a flute in the background. 
· Charles Baxter bought equipment to convert VHS to DVD @ $1500. He can also make CD’s and the equipment would produce 100 at a time and burns the label on the disc as well. Chief Brown has asked him to bring in the receipt so he can be reimbursed.
· Ethel Johnson needs the Brafferton book to copy for Chief’s research for our Federal Recognition. 
· March 11th, 12th, 13th   is the North Carolina Indian Unity Conference in Raleigh. 
· March 28th 2010 ODU International Festival.                                                                                                          PG.3  
TRIBAL ADMINISTRATIVE FEES PAID: 
1. BRENDA TAYLOR - $60.00    (check # 1071 $110 given to Teressa Baxter)

· She also paid for 1- Waskehee $20, and $30 Land Tax Fee from this $110
2. WALEISHA HUNT - $35.00 (CASH) 

3. CHARLES BAXTER III - $ 50.00 (  A total check for $190 for the Baxter Family Vice-Chief Wright receives this check)
4. TERESSA BAXTER - $60.00 

5. CHARLES BAXTER IV - $45.00

6. SHERRY BAXTER - $35.00 

7. LARRY PEGRAM - $60.00

8. JUANITA“ EARTHWOMAN” SMITH - $50.00 (CASH)

9. INEZ BURTON - $50.00 (CASH)

10. GLORIA HAWKINS- $50.00 (CASH)

11. LOVIE ROSCOE - $60.00 (CHECK) 

12. WILLIAM LAMB - $50.00 (CHECK)

13. CAROLYN D. BROWN - $25.00 (CHECK)

14. RICKIE BOONE- $120.00 ( CHECK WRITTEN BY BERNARD HEDGEPETH FOR RICKIES DUES YEAR 2009/2010)

15. BEVERLY EL - $50.00 (CHECK)

16. DARRYL BLACK- $60.00 (CASH)

17. KEISHA BROWN – RICHARDS - $60.00 (CHECK FOR HER AND HER SISTER FELISHA WRITTEN BY CHIEF BROWN)
18. FELISHA BROWN- $60.00

19. SAMANTHA BAILEY - $15.00 (CHECK)                                                                                        Check totals: $750.00          Cash totals: $245.00       =     $995.00 TOTAL (NOTE: the tally sheet signed was for $785 in checks and $160 in cash = $945 total due to checks written for Land fees and Admin.dues together) Ethel Johnson signed for Vice-Chief
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TRIBAL LAND TAX FEE:  
1. WILLIAM LAMB HOWELL - $100.00- (CASH)

2. CHERYL HARGROVE - $50.00- (CHECK)

3. ETHEL FERGUSON -$50.00- (CHECK)

4. BRENDA TAYLOR - $30.00- (FROM CHECK WRITTEN FOR AMOUNT OF $110.)
5. WALEISHA HUNT - $15.00 – (CASH)

6. GLORIA HAWKINS - $50.00- (CHECK WRITTEN FOR $150 FOR HERSELF AND HER SISTERS EACH $50.00)
7. INEZ BURTON- $50.00- (portion written for from one check Gloria Hawkins)

8. JUANITA “EARTHWOMAN” SMITH - $50.00- (portion written for from one check Gloria Hawkins)

9. TERESA PRESTON - $50- ( DONATION $15 FOR HAND SITE CD WHICH WILL GO TOWARDS CHARLES BAXTER III LAND TAX FEE )

10. VASHTI CLARKE - $280.40 ( proceeds from Bank of America  volunteer work up to date not from today )
11. PACO VALDERRAMMA- $10.00 (DONATION)

12. CHARLES BAXTER - $40.00- ( CASH PROCEEDS FROM SELL OF CD’S HE MADE:  TERESA PRESTON $15.00- CYNTHIA BROWN $15.00- VASHTI CLARKE $10.00 )          
CASH-      $200.00                                                                                                                                     CHECKS- $280.00
TOTAL - $480.00 (NOTE: the tally sheet signed indicates $520 Checks and $130 Cash= $650      some of the amounts were split because of checks written for Tribal Admin. dues and Land Fees)
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· Issues with Deborah Motahari’s donations:  $500 for Land Tax Fee , $75 for 08’ Waskehee ad, $60 for 09’admin. dues, and $65 donation to Heritage Foundation.  ($60 can be applied to her 2010 admin. dues) 
· Landria Boone has an amount of $75 floating from last year 09’ ( this amount to be applied to her admin. dues) 
· Vashti Clarke has donations in the amount of $280.40 for volunteer work with Bank of America. (this needs to be used for her land tax fees)
· A land tax fee for Gloria Hawkins,Inez Burton, and Juanita “Earth Woman” Smith  that was given to Cynthia Brown needs to be researched . There should be an amount of $50 each paid sometime last July of 09’. 
· Chief Brown gave $7 to Ruth B. Campbell Library for copies made today. 
· Chief Brown gives a detail on the Payment Roster for those that are not up to date in their Payments.  Tribal members that are non compliant will receive a letter referencing this and will be removed from the Rolls. Cynthia Brown will be drafting the letter for these members. He has asked Teresa Preston (AT LARGE BOARD MEMBER) to read the roster aloud the names of all members who have contributed any amount toward supporting the Tribe, either by Tribal Administrative Fees or Land Donations.  The Chief then asked for a copy of the roster which was highlighted in yellow for members who are delinquent with their 2009 Tribal Administrative Fees, and the Chief reads these names aloud and inquires about the health and well being of each member or family unit.
· To date there is a total of $6694.40 paid in for Land Tax Fees. 
· Beverly El has informed the Chief that there is a situation that needs to be determined referencing Jean Sullivan’s son Michael, book scholarship. 
· Tom Evans  (Lobbyist for the VA General Assembly) and Chief Thomas “Two Feathers” Lewis (Meherrin Indian Tribe) needs to be sent a Thank You note for supporting us on our State Recognition and a Certificate of Appreciation.  
WASKEHEE ADS: 
· Chief Brown states that for every invoice sent out another is to be sent.
1. Comfort Inn – ( NOT PAID)  $175 OWED 
2. State Farm –  $75 owed
3. Pizza Hut – (OWES FOR 2 YEARS)
4. Country Favorites - $50 owed 
 *MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:45P WITH IROQUOIS PRAYER BY CHIEF BROWN*
· Donnie Freeman was given $100 cash by Chief Brown at AppleBee’s for restoring our Eagle staff. He needs to be reimbursed. Vice-Chief was called about his gustora that Donnie made for him. 
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