
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe
 State of the Address and Tribal Meeting

February 13, 2016
Ruth B. Campbell Library, Franklin, VA

Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown officially called the meeting to order and opened with prayer at 12:40 p.m.
Attendees:  Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown, Karen Barrett, Jerry Boone, Claudette Orie, Tommy Hines, Teressa Baxter, Joseph Epps, Ellis Wright, Denise Jackson, Nia Orie, Mya Orie, Daniel Orie, Jr., Waleshia Hunt, Tammy Desnoyers, Bert Wendell, Jr., Teresa Preston, William Howell, Edmund Sylvers, Gloria El, Beverly El
Administrative Comments
· Chief Brown thanked the Council and Board of Directors for working with the Deed of Easement and Purchase Contract with Timbervest, LLC for the purchase of 163 acres of land that butts with the current Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) land that we currently own and down Cattashowrock trail property to the right that butts the Nottoway River.  We are fortunate that BB&T Bank provided a $290,000 matching Department of Conservation & Recreation (DCR) grant loan in the amount of $271,145.00. The tribal Council and Heritage FD accepted $285,000.  We have a commitment letter to sign with BB&T Bank which includes a not later than 60 day payment of $265,000 toward the loan. These funds will be paid out of the $305,440 timber bid/sale, that we have accepted from Paul Berber of Carolina East Forest Products, LLC for the timber on the Cheroenhaka Tract.  We are also fortunate that BB&T Bank is not putting a lean on the timber nor the land.  After the $265,000 is paid to BB&T there will be a $20,000 remaining note to be discussed later. 
· Chief Brown stated he met with Andy Curtis of Curtis Contraction who recently conducted test samples of the sand on our tribal land. Curtis Contracting received a $15 million dollar Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) contract to build the Courtland, Interchange near our tribal land. He will dig the ponds as an exchange for the sand and pay people in our tribe or those who can assist.  A Conditional Use permit is not needed.  However, a Sediment and Erosion Control permit is required.  He hopes that the sand test samples prove useful.  Andy Curtis would like to use the 7.4 acres for staging his equipment for the VDOT project.  Chief agreed and noted there will be a usage charge.  Storm water Permit ($2,700 for 1-5 acres) and Erosion and Settlement ($300 the 1st acre and $10 every acre thereafter) which Andy Curtis with Curtis Contracting Inc. of WestPoint, Virginia (804-843-4633) will handle. Chief asked tribal member Jerry Boone to contact Andy Curtis.
· Note:  After we pay the $265,000 to BB&T Bank back from timber monies received which is $305,440, there will be a note balance of $20,000 to be paid in three years.  We have 425 tribal members on the rolls of which 330 are adult tribal members working or retired.  Chief Brown is asking that they commit to a tax exempt, land tax of $100 per year to the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribal Heritage Foundation to pay off the note.  This is equivalent to $0.27 per day per 330 adults for 365 days.  The goal is to pay off the $20,000 note, an have a mortgage burning ceremony before 3 years.

· Tommie Hines asked a question regarding the bid for timber based on them harvesting in winter and inquired of the closing period.  Chief replied there is a two-year period to cut the timber. As soon as we close, a cashier’s check for $305,420 will be deposited into the Foundation’s BB&T bank account of which in two days the $265,000 will be paid on loan.

Deed Contract
· Per Chief Brown, the Timber Deed Contract might be approximately $1,000 - $1500 to file. 
He was informed that it may not required to file because signature is notarized.

Chief Brown stated he received permission from the Foundation on a conference call to sign the Timber Deed on behalf of the Foundation. 

It is questionable if a timber deed must be filed with the court. Jerry Boone, a logger for some 40 years recommended the tribe file the timber deed contract.

The 13 acres of Timber recently sold by the Tribe at $14,000 was filed at the cost of $92.

Chief Brown reported that the two permits required to did ponds are taken care of with Beth Lewis office (Community Development Office) in Franklin, VA. Andy Curtis with Curtis Contracting, Inc. informed the Chief that he will take care of the permits.
Presentation
· Chief Brown stated that in 2002 the historic Cheroenhaka (Nottaway) Indian Tribe was re-organized.  He further stated that we did not organize a new tribe, such as the (Nottoway Indian Tribe of VA, Inc.).  The Ethno Historic Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe was reorganized and our tribe dates back to 700 AD.  

· Chief Brown presented the Cheroenhaka Tract of 155.728 (T.P. 75-12) acres which has 25-30-year-old loblolly pines.  The 7.4 acres (T.P. 75-12C) is not included in the Deed of Easement with the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) nor will it be in perpetuity.  There were things in the easement we are not in favor of and Chief Brown is negotiating changes with DCR.  He sent comments to the tribal Council and Board for review.  The draft Deed of Easement was written as if DCR owned the land.  After the timber is cut on the Cheroenhaka Tract it will be reforested with a long leaf pine plantation.  According to DCR’s Management Plan, All monies from Long Leaf pine timber thinning and or cutting will come back to the Foundation.  Chief Brown further expressed that we are requesting the right to do ceremonial rituals, prayer, cultural, traditions activities on the banks of the Nottoway River which butts the Cheroenhaka Tract, and we have use of the trails on the land. Chief Brown asked the DCR representative for a list of evasive allied species not conducive to the growth of Long Leaf pines that would be cause by and negate Horse Back Riding on the Trails. DCR also stated that the straw cannot be raked.  Chief Brown stated we reserve the right to rake the Long Leaf pine needles from the trails to be used/paths/roads for ceremonial rituals, cultural and traditional purposes of the tribe.   It is traditional that native people used long leaf pine needles for baskets, and mats, etc.
NOTE:  Cost of the property (Cheroenhaka Tract) - $550,000 purchase price to include standing timber, received $271,145 VCLF Grant, borrowing $285,000 (BB&T Bank Loan). $265,000 of the timber sale will be paid to BB&T Bank toward the Loan. We expect to get some  $305,420 for the timber.

· Once the tribe receives the funds, Chief Brown is expecting to be reimbursed $8,000 of monies the Foundation owes him. (paid from the remaining Net Balance after closing and Timber Sale and and the purchase contract.) 

Palisade Village (Cattashowrock Town)
· The village has been vandalized and Chief Brown asked who is willing to HELP get the village ready before the Primitive Skills Gathering on May 20, 2016.   Several in attendance replied they can assist but not every weekend. He further stated we have 425 tribal members of which 330 adults are working or retired. 
Cheroenhaka Tract 
· Chief Brown is looking at approximately $35,000 - $45,000 net available after all expenses are paid from the land purchase.  Also, electricity has to be purchased. 

We have $10,000 in escrow toward the $278,855 needed to match DCR’s Grant of $271,145 to purchase the property. The $10,000 will probably cover fees that we need.  Hopefully the Net receipts will be enough to provide electricity for the land and to reimbursement Chief Brown.
· Chief Brown will send an email out factoring in $100/yr. ($.27/day) for 330 members for the purpose of the new land tax payment toward the loan.
· Hopefully, We can also purchase a tribal card making machine about $6,000.

· Teressa Baxter asked if cabins can be put on the land and Chief explained perhaps on the 7.4 acres but not on the 155.7 acre easement.  Chief Brown  explained Old Bridge Road will be closed at the entrance of  Rte. 58 and there will be a new route to the tribal grounds via the Courtland Interchange.
· Chief Brown stated he hopes to close on the purchase contract with Timbervest LLC, in March 2016. Our drop dead date to close on the purchase is on or before April 14, 2016.
· Transferred $4,157.52 from Farmers bank account to BB&T Bank – commitment letter requires all funds in BB&T account.
· Chief Brown is asking reimbursement for the fees paid and close the account balance of $50 and put in BB&T.  The Farmers Bank account is still open while awaiting a response from its representative.
· Chief Brown stated that 13 acres of timber to be cut is to be seeded for long leaf pines.  Also, the tribe is responsible for reseeding long leaf pines, prep and management of the Long Leaf Pines on the Cheroenhaka Tract.
· Chief Brown discussed the application for the System for Award Management (SAM) Registration.  He and Teresa Preston will work to obtain the farm registration number for the 13 acres with the Federal Government for submittal to US Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) before the deadline on February 19, 2016. This is a requirement to get monies to plant long leafs pines on the 13 acres of tribal land that was recently cut.
· If approved USDA/NRCS will pay $55 /acre for burning; $140 acre /for planting; cut fire brakes at $0.25 per/linear foot and will approve up to 484 long leaf pines per acre.
Chief Brown feels approval will be granted.  He is working with four (4) entities – US Department of Agriculture, Department of Gaming, Virginia Department of Forestry and Nature Conservancy to develop a partnership in support of funding to reseed, site prep and manage the Cheroenhaka Tract in Long Leaf Pines once the loblolly pins are cut.
· Chief will be drafting a list of recommended Tribal committee members to assist him with the management of the Cheroenhaka Tract project and the recently cut 13 acres.

· The tribe must apply yearly to Systems for Award Management.
Redskins Pride Caucus

· Chief Brown stated he will be attending a caucus, sponsored by Senator Chap Peterson, in Richmond on February 18th in support of the NFL Redskin’s (ethon-historic Redskins) name.  He will be representing the Native American Guardians Association (NAGA) of Oklahoma. 
Welcoming of Guest
· Chief Brown asked Denise Jackson to introduce herself and how she can benefit the tribe.  She stated that she is an Attorney and resides in Suffolk.  She is a descendent of the Rogers and Winborne family. She replied her expertise is criminal law and that she is willing to support in the tribe’s greatest needs.  She also expressed her willingness to learn.
Other Business
· Chief Brown stated we are getting ready to launch the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Board of Directors (BOD) website to include crowd funding.
· Chief Brown – acknowledged Teresa Preston and Beverly El birthday this month.
· Chief Brown reported that we have ordered 50 additional 2016 calendars.  Teressa Baxter mentioned that she has ten (10) calendars and will give them to Chief Brown. It you have not donated for a tribal calendar or tried to sell them for the FD please do so. POC: Karen Barrett at barrettkd@verizon.net, Tel # 757-572-4890
· Beverly reported that she called Wolf Creek Indian Village and was informed they use flex bark for round house matting which should last 10-15 years.

· Chief Brown Comments and/or Actions:

· DCR’s Draft Management Plan needs reviewing.
· Distributed tribal applications for family members.

· We need to seriously think about closing the tribal roll for just family members. The roll has to be closed when applying for federal recognition.

· Commitment letter from BB&T Bank to borrow $285,000 and $265,000 to be paid back in 60 days after timber sales.

· Need motion to accept terms of bank commitment letter.  Ellis moved the motion and second by Joe Epps. The loan to be paid twice a year and recommending August and December.
Chief asked any discussions – all were in favor. The motion was approved.
· Chief waiting for signed copy of the Commitment Letter from BB&T Bank.
Requires minimum of three (3) people to sign for the Board.  Ellis Wright, Cynthia Brown and Chief Brown will be signing the commitment letter.
· Listed Foundation Members - Walt Brown, Chair, Ellis Wright, Vice Chair, Teressa Baxter, Treasurer, Cynthia Brown, Secretary,  Tommy Hines, Bev El,  William Lamb Howell, Deborah Mottahari and Teresa Preston, Member At Large.
· Listed Council Members – Chief Brown, Vashti Clark, Teresa Baxter, Ellis Wright, Joseph Epps, William Lamb Howell, Cynthia Brown.  Chief Brown stated he might have to recommend some changes on the Board and recommend additional Council members.
· Chief Brown asked Jerry Boone to consider being one of the tribe’s Chief Man.  This role is just traditional and no role of responsibility except attending events in regalia. 

· Jerry Boone was appointed by Chief Brown and approved by all in attendance,  to be the spiritual leader for the tribe.

· Chief Brown asked Tommy Hines to inform Tribal Member Lila Hedgepeth to send to the Council an email or letter that she will be making regalia again.
· Chief Brown read a letter from Jane Riddick-Fries for the High Street United Methodist Church Community Day on April 30th at 10 AM-3PM.  We will need to set up a booth.  Beverly El, Teressa Baxter, William Lamb, Teresa Preston for ASV will service the booth and possibly Chief Brown. Teresa Preston will exhibit the Native American artifacts. All attending should be in Native Regalia. Do we need a tent and tables? Karen Barrett will check.
Upcoming Events At Cattashowrock Town (Tribal Land)
· Virginia Primitive Skills Gathering – May 20-22, 2016
· Tribal Member Jerry Boone’s Barbecue (Pork, Chicken, Bake Beans & Cold Slaw) FUNDRAISER - $10 per plate – May 21, 2016 on the Tribal Land – Need help from tribal members.
· Green Corn Dance Powwow -  July 23, 2016
· Fall Festival Inter-tribal Corn Harvest Dance Powwow & School Day – November 11-13, 2016 (School Day, Friday, November 11, 2016)
· Chief thanked Tribal Member Joe Epps and Tammy Desnoyers for compiling the vendor’s email list.
Funds Collected
	Individual/Organization
	Amount Collected
	Purpose

	Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown
	$     100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown
	         50
	Admin. Fees

	Joseph Epps
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Ellis Wright
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Beverly El
	       300
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016-18

	Gloria El
	       300
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016-18

	Vashti Clark
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Edmund Sylvers
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Ricardo Henry
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Jade Hughes
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Robert El
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Claudette Orie
	         50
	Admin. Fees

	Daniel Orie, Jr.
	         60
	Admin. Fees

	Karen Barrett
	         78
	5 Calendars and $3 Donation

	Jerry Boone
	         45 
	3 Calendars

	Daughters of Am. Revolution
	       559                               
	Chief;s Presentation Donations

	John Wayne
	         50
	Admin. Fees

	Jeffrey Jordan
	       120
	Admin. Fees 2014 and 2015

	Sylvia Ann Willis
	       100
	Cheroenhaka Tract Land Tax 2016

	Doretha Jamison
	         60
	Admin. Fees

	Deloris J West
	       200
	Donation – Teresa Preston will send thank you letter (Vandalism) 

	Marleen Knight Bernouy
	         60
	Admin. Fees

	Al & Charlene Suter
	       100
	$50 each Admin. Fees

	Cheryl Avery Hargrove
	       100
	Admin Fees – 2015 and 2016

	Robert Nery
	       120
	Admin. Fees – 2015 and 2016

	
	 $3,152 (TOTAL)
	


Total monies collected per Tommy Hines and Teressa Baxter is $3,152 of which $770 Admin Fees. Admin Fees for the Tribal account (Teressa Baxter will cut a check for Admin Fees to be deposited into the Tribe’s Operating Account) and $2,382 to the Foundation.
Financial Status
· $195.38 Current balance in tribal account per Ellis Wright 

· $465 spent for new accounting system for Teressa Baxter to manage the Foundation account and to train an assistant. 

· $5,839.94 current balance in Foundation account per Teressa. Chief Brown expressed this does not include funds collected today.
· There was discussion about the usage of the Receipt Sheet.  Chief Brown expressed the importance of Teressa Baxter’s and another Foundation / Council Member signature on the collection sheet as receiving all collected funds prior to removal of monies from meeting.  
Other Business
· Beverly El inquired about the password to the tribal website for members.  Chief Brown responded and also stated the confidentiality of the member’s page and that the password is not to be shared. 
· Chief Brown asked for a motion to accept the timber bid of $305,420. Vice Chief Ellis Wright motioned and Tommy Hines seconded the motion To accept the Timber Bid. 
Meeting Adjourned 3:50 p.m. with prayer by the Tribe’s “Spiritual Leader,” Jerry Boone
NOTE: A reminder was made by Chief Brown of the next tribal council and Heritage FD Board Meeting scheduled for Saturday, March 12, 2016 at the Ruth B. Campbell Library, Franklin, VA at 12 noon.
Minutes Prepared By:

Karen “Running Moon” Barrett

P/R, Media Representative

barrettkd@verizion.net 

757-572-4890
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