Tribal Meeting Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe Southampton Virginia
Ruth B Campbell Library Franklin Virginia

August 13th 2016
Meeting convened at 12 noon:
Attendees:

Chief Walt Brown
Teresa Preston

Vashti Clarke

Caroh Holley

Colette Amici

Mary Ross

Mary Francis Wilkerson

Denise Jackson

Tommy Hines

Cynthia Brown
Beverly El

Karen Barrett

Gloria El

**Chief Brown read letter from Pender and Coward the attorneys for VDOT involved in the condemnation suit against Timber Vest. Chief has been working with Barrett Carter, Susan Leingang and Mark Colombell to resolve the issues.
**Chief discussed a letter that would attachment that will be sent to the Queen of England reference the presentation of the Spotswood Treaty April 23, 2017. 
**New Member: Properly moved and seconded that Robert David Bourne be added to tribal roles of the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe along with his two children, Andrew Bourne DOB 1999 and Rebecca Bourne, DOB 2002.
Robert David (Hunting Wolfe) Bourne A-52-0935

Genealogy traced back to Prudence Nee and Robert Lassiter 

$500 check 
Stratified:

$60 dues

$20 tribal card
$20 Tribal Card for each child ($40)
$300  $260 land tax

$120 electricity

· Returned with letter to Arts & Craft Vendor Cesar Rojas on August 1st 2016 re: returning $97.50 for July Powwow they did not show.

· Chief announced that 2 Tribal Flags were stolen from the History Booth during the July Powwow

· Chief Brown is presenting  presented a certificate of appreciation and letter on the tribe’s letterhead to Applebee’s team store # 83222, Franklin, VA  in appreciation of the display of Cheroenhaka culture and traditions via collages on the wall of the restaurant.

· Letter sent to Robert Swift Arrow Rose (with Cherokee government) regarding check sent in the amount of $350 to do a treaty search for the standalone Treaty of 1713. Once the treaty is found and certified we may will be able to apply to be a federally recognized ‘treaty’ tribe/Nation.  

· Karen is to put an email out on the Iroquois Cultural Heritage Program two part educational outreach. Student centered activities Available November 2016 and April 2017. This is a partnership via a tribal letter of agreement between Norfolk Farm markets and our tribal and tribal heritage foundation. The Iroquois Cultural Heritage program is founded / sponsored by Adopted Tribal Member Colette Amici 
· Treasurer report: not in attendance Ellis Wright and Teressa Baxter – Balance in Heritage account as of July 17 2016 is $16,191.17 
· Balance in Tribal operating account is $1,738.50 as of June 30th 2016

· Spent out  approx $10,000 installing the following: a 26 ft X 36 ft drum arbor (horse barn design) $6,200, and other land expenses for electricity to the tribal kitchen and tribal office, etc. paid A payment of $285 for the kitchen building/shed second big barn (due monthly)

· New Land (163 acres) Mortgage payment of $3,700.52 due again in November 2016. First payment of $3,700.52 due August 15, 2016. Mortgage payments are paid twice annually – August and December.
· Chief Brown working on tax exemption for new parcels of land – taxes on land will probably push $2000 if we cannot get the exemption

· Google Chief Walt Red Hawk Brown’s name  to see all the accomplishments of the tribe and the things he the Chief has accomplished for the tribe; to include has done and information ‘stolen’ from our tribal website and our tribal journal, the Waskehee, etc.

· Teresa Preston will send Donation Letter to Mary ross  Ross, Adopted  Honorable Tribal member,  for in kind $312.14 for powwow kitchen supplies for jacks and air conditioning unit as well as cash donation by check of $1000 toward drum arbor.
· Revamping of the Women’s Group and Word of the Week: Council-woman Vashti Clarke advised she would like Chief Brown to give her a set weekend for the Women’s meetings so there won’t be a conflict. While the date may not be used each month it will be the date/weekend of any woman’s meeting. 

· Council-woman Vashti Clarke also agreed to start sending the Word of the Week again and advised she would not tolerate folks calling/emailing her to dispute pronunciation. Chief advised he gets that all the time about everything and that she should just let it roll off her back. Vashti advised she is not Chief and fears she may respond inappropriately if they are arguing with her like they did before. 

Incoming funds $2060.00 (of which $210.00 to go in tribal account)
1. Larry Pegram $200 land tax $100 electricity
2. Evelyn Watford $300 check for self and son Keith, $150 land tax each and two checks $30 admin fee and $30 toward a tribal flag.

3. Robert borne $500  - $300  $260 toward Land tax

4. Colette Amici $100 land tax

5. Desiree Bonner $100 Land Tax

6. Todd Depreist $100 land tax

7. Mary Ross $200 land tax $100 Dues $100 (no dues next year)
8. MaryFrancis Wilkerson $100 land tax

9. Tommy Hines $100 land tax

10. Walt Brown $100  $200 land tax

· Tribal Powwow date of July 23rd needs to be revisited into another day in June or late May. Council-woman Vashti Clarke referred everyone to the minutes from August 2011 in which moving the powwow to the 4th weekend in April was voted on by council and approved. Chief Brown stated the date was not used due to other local powwows. Chief asked that powwows.com be checked for other possible dates in June or July.
· May was brought up by honorary member Colette Amici to be able to add another school day and was noted by shot down by Chief Brown that the school SOL testing is in April and because a school day in May would be not beneficial to the schools SOL don’t need the information for their SOL testing in May. Talk of having powwow in conjunction with primitive skills outing May 22nd received as possibility – must coord with Stan Persa, coordinator of the Primitive Skills Gathering to check feasibility. also shot down, Chief Brown is leaning toward the first weekend in July. When a tribal member commented that that was her their birthday weekend and they would not attend, Chief stated, “then don’t come as it is most of the tribe  tribal members doesn’t come anyway.” This turned into conversation regarding the lack of tribal member participation in all the labor intensive land maintenance, grant work and presentations etc. that Chief Brown is handling single handedly with paid help to not tribal members.
· November projected expenses and income: VA public Schools are closed on the Friday November 11th. Our November School day will be on Thursday the 10th and then on Friday the 11th we will have evening bonfire and Grand Entry followed by two day powwow Saturday and Sunday. It was brought up that makes 4 days of Powwow which will increase expense, and additionally may limit participation if people cannot get off work, however there was excitement regarding a Friday night bonfire and grand entry. It was suggested by tribal member that we only have the one day powwow instead of two and Chief Brown informed that vendors will not come to a one day powwow because they lose money.
· Chief Brown gave Faux bark for longhouse and round houses quoted at $23,520K for the 42 sheets with 10% overlap $560 per sheet. ASV Honorary Tribal Member Teresa Preston suggested that the price may be so high not only due to heavier material but that the actual sheets are bigger than the secondary quote for river birch and white birch (lesser weight thinner sheets less square footage) for 60 sheets with 10% overlap for $17,160 discounted to $286 per sheet (regular $414)

· Powwow Parking was done by a scout troop from Wilmington  NC. two scouts that just made eagle they will receive letters of recognition from the tribe.
· Mortgage fundraiser raffle tickets $10 each with a chance to win $1,000.  Each book of contains 10 tickets for a total sale of $100. Chief Brown requesting 2 books ($200) Chief Brown will have email sent out to all tribal members with a tip as to how to sell them. Mary Ross also requested 1 book of tickets ($100). 
· Tribal Member Mary Francis Wilkerson is requesting an to send email to be sent to all tribal members reference the $1,000 Raffle that will take place on November 12, 2016. For those tribal members wanting to sell or Buy tickets with a chance to win the $1,000 please contact Tribal Member Mary Francis Wilkerson at 1-804-317-8447 or 1-804-674-4249.
· Email regarding card making machine for double sided plastic cards that was sent to council and certain tribal members to get a response back regarding agreement on cost of the machine and materials. Machine will cost approx $3,500 and will not being purchased due to the lack of tribal funds due to the majority of 330 working and or retired tribal members not participating and paying admin fees / dues etc. Chief Brown advised at this time that he will NO LONGER be going into his pocket to make ends meet for tribe. Chief Brown spoke for several minutes regarding lackadaisical attitude of tribal members as far as being responsible in paying land tax, admin fees / dues and participation in various projects and fundraisers to bring money into the Tribe. Chief talked on how he can’t get Tribal Members people to help with anything and land maintenance on the tribal  land, seems as if only Adopted Tribal Members are willing or other to offer their labor and  intensive grant work etc. Chief stated he would be ‘making some changes regarding council and board members’ as ‘he is authorized to do so as Chief’. Chief also discussed how people ‘reply all’ with negative comments to emails and requests and those should be directed to him only.
· Total cost of $598 worth of free entrance to powwow between vendors, tribal dancers etc. this was brought to attention by Karen Barrett and Mary Francis as they were manning the gate. It was noted by Chief Brown that we do not charge dancers and drummers to attend our Powwow and all vendors pay a setup fee to attend the powwow. . 
· International Tourist from German guest were not directed to the VIP / Dancer registration both when they entered powwow. We must be responsible to ensure that International Tourist from outside the US visiting our Powwow sign the registration book so that they can get a thank you letter to them for coming so far to visit. 

· Receipts from Powwow from Mary Francis of Lowes and Walmart and Dales Dail’s expenses in the amount of $588 for kitchen, Hay  and toilet supplies. This is on top of the donation of Kitchen items /goods and money from Mary Ross.

· Wesley Wright received dominion power bill to his home address. Chief called Dominion Power and was told that someone called and gave the address of Wesley Wright to send the bill. Chief has handled the issue. It was suggested by Council-woman Vashti Clarke that Chief call and set a security password to the account that no one would be able call in and make changes.  Chief said Dominion Pwr does not allow such he can’t do that and as you can only make changes with the account number and since he has the account number he shouldn’t need a password. Chief noted that he would coordinate with Dominion Pwr to ascertain the what, when and how of the Billing error and report back to the Council at the next meeting.  **if changes can only be made by someone having the account number how did the billing address get changed
· Bottle neck with tribal ponds – VDOT and the Department of Mines reported to Curtis Contracting came back and said we need a permit for mining regarding the digging of sand which will be make into Fish Ponds ( 4 acres, 2.5 acres and 1.5 acres).  Chief Brown also working on this matter regarding the gifting of the sand to VDOT. Hoping for one time exception from the Department of Mines to avoid having to pay out for mining permit otherwise we will have to get a Conditional Use Permit from Southampton County Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors and a mining permit from the Department of Mines. It was noted that Curtis Contracting would pay for all required Permits.
· Downtown fall festival on October 1st need tribal members in Regalia to help man the tribal booth and pass out November Powwow Flyers. volunteers .
· Chief advised that three (3) security cameras would be need to be purchased and hung on tribal land to survey the property and hopefully put an end to all the vandalism.
· It has been brought to Chief Brown’s and the Tribal Council attention that the many of the 3 pack CD set of tribal history and powwows is not working. (These were big ticket items and 8 sets had been sold like hot cakes and several people have come back to the tribal ‘assistant’ secretary that they do not work). It is being brought to Chief attention again today from tribal member Mary Francis. Chief Brown is to discuss with the vendor who made CD’s for him. Chief Brown noted that we need the names of the individuals that purchased the CD so they can return them in exchange for a reimbursement of their money. 
· Honorary Adopted Tribal Member Colette Amici advised that she has been harvesting the squash and beans to make three sister soup for November Powwow. Colette has been very active in the care and maintenance of the three sisters gardens over the last 2 3 to 4 years.
Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm and closed with prayer. All member attending he meeting were invited to Applebee’s to eat. 
Minutes Recorded by Caroh “Water Blossom” Holley

Assistant Tribal Secretary / Tribal Roll Keeper 

Email: jokeoharrak@gmail.com 
