                           Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribal Council and Heritage Foundation Meeting 

                                        Ruth Campbell Library, College Drive, Franklin, VA 

                                                                     March 14, 2015

The regular meeting of the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe opened at 1 PM with prayer. The following members were present:  Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown, Vice Chief Ellis Wright, War Chief Joseph Epps, Tommy Hines, Waleisha Hunt, Teresa Preston, Cynthia Brown, Karen Barrett, Lary Pegram, Bernard Hedgepeth, Lila Hedgepeth, Tarmeshia Hedgepeth, Bernard Hedgepeth, Jr., Keyshon Hedgepeth, Bernard Hedgepeth, III, Patricia Pegram, Carol Harrison, Brenda Kelly, Teressa Baxter, Charles Baxter, Cherrie Baxter, Young Brinson, Diane Gates, Mary Frances Wilkerson,  Beverly El, Tanterrian Taylor, and Honorary Tribal Member Danny “Eagle Eye” England.

Chief Brown made presentation of an eagle feather to each of the tribal “Chief Men” that were present at the meeting: Vice Chief Ellis “Soaring Eagle” Wright, War Chief Joseph “Soaring Eagle” Epps, 2nd Vice Chief William Lamb “Spread Eagle” Howell, Tommy “Star Watcher” Hines, and the Tribal Judge Charles “’Brave Heart” Baxter.

Chief Brown will appoint a Grants Committee to research and write grants.  Appointees are asked to notify Chief Brown if they do not wish to be on this committee.  The Chief also expressed appreciation to the Foundation Secretary, Cynthia Brown, for her assistance with the First Nations and Dominion Power grants.

It was noted that our current Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribal Heritage Foundation Secretary, Cynthia Brown,  expressed her desires, due to personal reasons, to be replaced as the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribal Heritage Foundation Secretary. 

USDA has given us a 35% matching Equipment Grant.  We must seek grants from Walmart and or Lowes to acquire the 75% matching funds.  Based on a list of equipment given at the last meeting  by Chief Brown, approximately $4,400 is needed. Email were sent our by Chief Brown requesting help from tribal members to look into the Walmart and Lowes Grants as soon as possible.

A list of chores needed at the tribal grounds was discussed.  The list included:


Pine cones need to be picked up


Village Palisade Poles need to be put back into the ground – broken off at the base.


Clean up of the Palisade Village – mats need to be replaced / restiched



7 each Powwow Circle Spirit poles need to be sprayed with Thompson Water Seal


Picnic Tables need to be sprayed with Thompson Water Seal


Tribal office on the tribal land requires cleaning and deck need to be sprayed


The Native Round House need to be rebuilt as soon as possible


Grass require Cutting on our 16 acres of tribal land.

On May 22 through 24, 2014 the tribe will host the Southeast Virginia Primitive Skills Group on our tribal land. This is a free event for the public. They will be demonstrating Primitive Native Skills.  Demonstrations will include Native Beading, Flint knapping, Hide Tanning, Arrow Making, Blow Gun Demonstrations, Old time Blacksmithing, ect,    On Sunday, May 24, there will be Blow Gun and Archery competition. We need as many tribal members as possible in Full Native Regalia to be on site on the 23rd to support this event. The following members volunteered to participate: Diane Gates, Young Brinson, Joseph Epps, Tommy Hines, Beverly El, Bernard Hedgespeth, Jr., Whitney Hedgespeth, and Chief Brown. NOTE: Good opportunity to bring some dollars into the foundation by cooking hotdogs and hamburgers. Need tribal volunteers.

Gary Barnett will send letters and the Cattashowrock Town Donation Brochure requesting donations when he returns from England.  A separate letter is needed for Camp-Younts Foundation (Gil Walker, John M Camp, Westbrook Parker).

A controlled burn of the long leaf pines on our tribal land was approved by the tribal council. The burn will take place sometime between March and April 2015.  There is no liability for the burn process (no party will be held liable).  The Nature Conservancy has been notified.  Ellis Wright moved and Joseph Epps 2nd a motion to approve the signing of the letter granting approval for the burn of 50 acres of longleaf pines.  The motion carried.

Account Balances as of March 3, 2015


Tribal account – $1,353.89


Foundation account - $6,608.09

Monies received today:


George Todd DePriest, $250.($50 dues, $100 land maintenance, $100 electricity).


Harvey Blount $150 donation for land maintenance.  Address is 6008 Bradford Dr., Suffolk, VA 23435. Tax exempt Letter need to be sent on the Foundation Letterhead. Teresa Preston will send.


Mary Ross, $250 for electricity.  272 W Oceanview Ave., Norfolk, VA. Tax Exempt letter need to her sent to her


Gina Hamm $100 electricity Fund


Troy Hamm $100 electricity Fund


Christopher Brown, $30 electricity (Total submitted $120)

Larry Pegram, $150, ( Dues $50, $100 electricity fund)

Mark Moody $190  (dues Mark $60, $30 Kristen Moody -  $100 electricity fund)

Vernon Raney $100 electricity fund

Nancy Turner $50 dues

Stephanie Brown-Valderamana $60 dues.

Bernard and Lila Hedgepeth $50 each for dues ($100 total)

Marlena Knight $105 electricity fund..

Whitney Woehter $25 dues

Sherrie Buck Newbry $100 electricity fund.

Bernard Hedgepeth Jr. $60 dues

Charles Baxter $50 dues, Theresa Baxter $60 dues

Carol Harrison $100 electricity fund

Tanterrian Taylor $20 dues for 2015

Pay Pal payments Received: Note: a $103 payment via pay pal will net the tribe $97.77


Bruce Culter  $100 electricity fund.


Kevin Denny $100 electricity fund.

New Member applications

Diane “Snow Hawk” Gates. Roll # A- 88-0661, 114 Arlington Ave, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. Paid $250. ( $60 dues, $20 card, $70 land maintenance, and $100 electricity fund


Edmund “Quite Thunder” Sylvers,  Roll #: A-79-5346, 2618 Newbourne St, Richmond, VA 23223.  Paid $250 ( 60 dues, $20 card, $70 land maintenance, and $100 electricity fund).

NOTE: Tribal Roll Keeper, Cynthia Brown, to send letters to new members on the Tribal Letterhead, letting them know they have been added to the tribal rolls. Tribal Roll # and Native Name to be included.

Totals $ collected for deposit in the Foundation Checking Account:

Electricity fund =.  $1,385.00

Dues + $1,005 owed to tribal account    





Land $140

Total to be deposited = $2,730.00 

The Council received an updated application from Tarkisha Hedgepeth wife of Bernard  Hedgepeth, Jr.  We are revisiting the eligibility of the applicant.

Bills Owed

AARD  (t-shirts & tote bags) $700 paid in December leaving a balance due of $538.12.  Ellis Wright moved and 

Tommy Hines 2nd a motion to pay the balance due. Check to be noted as paid in full  

The motion carried.

Mackans is owed for school day postcards.  The amount was not available at the meeting.  Ellis Wright moved the balance be paid.

Pat Redwood will resend 72 returned letters about the electricity project.

There are difficulties developing with the Tribal 8 project.  Chief Brown is working on getting the issues resolved regarding the application process.  The Foundation will need to make a decision about continuing the project in partnership with Hickory Grounds Solutions after the research is completed.

Chief Brown has submitted a report of personal money he paid to non tribal member for work labor on the tribal land.  Cynthia Brown moved that he be reimbursed the $505 he reported that he spent.  The motion passed. Note: Chief Brown reminded the Council and Foundation that he is still owed $8,000 he spent on excavation of the tribal land (16 acres – 10 acre Powwow Grounds, 3,6 acres set aside for the tribal museum, 2.5 acres cleared for the Palisade Native Village, and the digging of the two ponds, some 4 years ago. 

Mary Wilkerson reported that the fundraising committee is still planning a yard sale on the tribal land.

Chief Brown closed the meeting with group prayer.

Submitted by,

Cynthia Brown, Foundation Secretary

Clbrown42@gmail.com 

252-536-2676
