Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe 

 of 

Southampton County Virginia

 January 24th 2015                                              

               Annual State of the Tribe Meeting Minutes

Ruth B. Campbell Library College Drive Franklin, Va. 

Drafted by:Caroh “Water Blossom” Holley (Assistant Tribal Secretary/Deborah “Tiger Lily” Motahari (Tribal Secretary)

ROLL CALL:  
Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown, Vice Chief Ellis “Soaring Eagle” Wright, War Chief William “Spread Eagle” Lamb Howell, Teressa “Chenoabuck” Baxter (council / heritage foundation treasure), Deborah “Tiger Lily” Motahari (tribal secretary/heritage foundation board), Charles “Braveheart” Baxter (tribal judge),  Caroh “Water Blossom” Holley (assistant tribal secretary), Joseph “Soaring Eagle” Epps (councilman), Tommy “Star Watcher” Hines Sr.(council man), Gary “Twin Hawks” Burnette (councilman),  Teresa Preston (member at large), Beverly “Barefoot” El (board of director), Brenda “Little Flower” Kelly, Mary “Morning Rain” Wilkerson, Brenda “Sequoia” Taylor, Ethel “Walela” Ferguson, Todd DePriest, Dan “Eagle Eye” England, Sam Bateman, Claudette Orie, Tanterrian Taylor, Pat Redwood, Whitney Woeler, Jeffrey Jordan, Cherrie Newby,  Waleshia Hunt, Linda Barrett, Young Brinson, Carolyn Brown
Tribal Roster:
· Four copies were distributed today.
·  Chief Brown #1, Financial Secretary Teresa Preston #2, Assist. Tribal Sec. Caroh Holley #3, Tribal Secretary Deborah Motahari #4, Roll Keeper Cynthia Brown #5. 
· Updates were noted today for tribal members. 
· Chief Brown stated new changes that have been made to tribal member’s addresses, phone numbers and email address need to be relayed to him and the secretary so the roster can be accurate.
·  Need tribal members to relay issue to their family members. 
· Looking for an assistant Roll keeper (Caroh Holley volunteered for this) sends out tribal letter to new members with Indian name/roll #etc., welcoming to tribe.

· Tribal cards need to be completed and help is needed to do them.
·  Chief’s goal is to complete and mail all tribal cards out needs assistance in office for this goal to be accomplished. (Waleshia Hunt Volunteered)
· Total of 401 tribe members including children (330 adults) plus 5 honorary members

· Letters being mailed out to current addresses. Names will be purged this year of members that are not participating or paying dues. Names may be placed on inactive rolls.
Budget Committee assigned: (everything but Tribal 8-A)
Individuals are asked to address their career experience 
· Teressa Baxter – 20 years accounting/bookeeping
· Cynthia Brown (not present)
· Thomas Hines – Chairman

· Claudette Orie – 44 years bookkeeping/financial/accounting
· Teresa Preston

· Patricia Redwood – 20 years accounting/bookkeeping
· Caroh Holley – Employed by John Hopkins Hospital researches grants and composes the budget for the grants for doctors. 
Budgets will be analyzed and compiled from: 
· Powwows Balance sheets

· Forecasted budget for school day

· Raw data will come from Teresa Baxter and Cynthia Brown no need for access to bank accounts for other people on the committee. They are the only ones responsible and permissible to access our bank account data. 
Tribal 8-A:
· Will revisit the budget committee for this.
· Brochure at time of retrieval of 8-A.

· Chief writing congressional letter to both houses w/ethno historic snapshot.
Powwows:

· Green corn dance powwow 4th Saturday in July

· Second weekend of November 11/13 school day and 14th and 15th for fall powwow (moved at the   request of vendors)
· Possible school day in April – Chief researching
· Need vender email address database ASAP need to be emailing now with contract for July and November powwow.
POWER POINT PRESENTATION GIVEN FROM 2002-2015:
· The tribe’s history and accomplishments from inception to present date are reviewed.

· Chief Brown shared the ethno history from the beginning in hopes of educating tribal members and sharing the struggle, the fight to gain state recognition and now going forward for Federal recognition.

· Talked about presentations done to schools and other presentations that have brought in money to the foundation and tribe.  7 years of struggle with international Paper to purchase the land from them. Talked about tribal peace pipe land closing ceremony and the 2013 completion of mortgage on land. $300 thousand dollar piece of land we purchased for $135K.

· Discussed Peake Belt presentation to VCI to reference the tribe’s relationship with Pamunkey Indians.

· Arial overview of land and discussed future purchases and what development will be done on the land. Talked about the long leaf pine planting. 

· March 2009 to July 2013 MORTGAE PAID!!! In 4 years.

· First school day at tribal land 2013 1,100+ 3rd-6th graders. Post cards for school day this year have been done and ready. 

· Discussed having the village open 4 days a week need volunteers.

· Trying to get a 500K grant for timber. Need land maintenance and village committee together and do work and maintenance on the land.

· Comments on basic briefing in VA Indians booklet for legislators and government officials.
2014/2015 GOALS:
· Working on the following; re-establishing federal recognition committee 
· Reappoint chair for women’s group (Vashti Clarke) 
· Gary Burnette fund raiser committee

· Men’s group committee Joe Epps

· Tribal PR Karen Barrett.
· Organizing the tribal Great Nadawa Drum Group needs 8 drummers (Bateman boys recommended)

 DUES AND LAND MAINTENANCE RECIEVED:
· John Wayne $50 dues

· Chris Brown $30 dues

· Bernard Hedgepeth Jr $60 dues

· Ramon Stoval $100 land maint.

· Eric Stoval $100 land maint.

· Atlantic Bay Mortgae LLC donations $150 to land maint. (On behalf of Tommy Hines)

· Harvey Bryant (Non-Tribal) two 50 donations land maint.

· Lenard Stepp 60 dues 

Total 650
$200 goes to tribal account
Other checks dues and land maintenance recieved at meeting:

· Ethyl Ferguson $150 - $100 land maint. / $50 dues

· Brenda Taylor $100 tribal dues 

· May J Wilkerson $50 dues

· Beverly El $110 - $60 for Robert dues / $50 for Beverly dues

· Carolynn Brown $50 dues

· Patricia Redwood $60 dues/ $40 land maint.

· Sherry Newbie $15 for calendar / $10 land maint.

· Sherry Newbie $60 dues

· Gloria El $50 dues

· Joe Epps $50 
TOTAL   $745.00
DONATIONS:
· Chief spent $635 for artifacts at an auction. (Not added to the totals). This is a contribution to our tribe in that the artifacts were going to be sold outside our area. 
· Beverly El $75 donation on behalf of Jimmie Hargrove, Lucille Bray, Karrie Barrett

Calendars and totes:
$60 in calendar money (4 calendars)
$60 for bags                   (12 bags)
TOTAL $195.00
· Teresa Preston volunteered to take 10 calendars and 10 totes February 2nd 2015                                                Reedville Museum - Reedville VA Presentation on Cheroenhakka Nottaway Indian.
Grand Total Money collected:  $1590 (money already in account $889) total $2479 

UNPAID BILLS CHECKS WRITTEN TODAY:
· Roanoke Port - a - Johns $380

· AARD Screen Printing T-shirts $1088.12

· AARD Totes $150 

· Total AARD owed $1238.12 - $700 check sent partial payment 1/24/2015 = $538.12 balance

· Lawrence Dist. $129.50 

Address: 545 Old Mayfield Rd, Danville VA 24541
· Deborah Motahari reimbursed for internet bill $185.82 time/labor $128 total $313.82.
· $100 printer ink reimbursement to Chief. 
· Chief spent $100+ for stamps for the letters as well as copy of letter etc.
· Vicks signs $500 PAID
New Tribal Members: 

· Sylvia Denise Wiggins (application not complete and needs a notary stamp and signature)

· Diana Brooks Gates “Snow Hawk” - 114 Arlington Avenue Colonial Heights VA. 23834                            Role#A-88-0661 

Motion made by Vice Chief Ellis Wright and 2nd by Gary Burnette. Vote is unanimously              approved and confirmed membership into the tribe. 
             Under Young’s genealogy 
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