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*MEETING OPENED WITH IROQUOIS PRAYER BY CHIEF WALT “RED HAWK” BROWN III*

ROLL CALL: 

· COUNCIL MEMBERS: CYNTHIA BROWN (H.F. SECRETARY/BOARD OF DIRECTOR), TERESSA BAXTER(H.F. TREASURER/BOARD OF DIRECTOR), WILLIAM LAMB HOWELL(WAR CHIEF/BOARD OF DIRECTOR), JOSEPH EPPS, TOMMY HINES, ELLIS WRIGHT(VICE-CHIEF/VICE CHAIRMEN H.F.BOARD), CHIEF WALT “RED HAWK” BROWN III (CHAIRMAN/H.F.BOARD)                              
·  ABSENT:VASHTI CLARKE 
· H.F. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: DEBORAH MOTAHARI, BEVERLY EL, TERESA PRESTON(COMMUNITY MEMBER AT LARGE)                                                                                                                                                                                                  ABSENT: ANGUS HINES
· TRIBAL MEMBERS: CHARLES E. BAXTER (TRIBAL JUDGE), WALESHIA HUNT, WANDA BROCKINGTON, GLORIA EL, FRANCES WILKERSON, ETHEL FERGUSON, CHERRIE NEWBY, STEPHANIE BROWN-VALDERRAMA, LARRY PEGRAM, BERNARD HEDGEPETH SR., EUGENE GLEN SCOTT, TANTERRIAN TAYLOR, TAWANDA TALLEY, CAROLYN TALLEY, ROBERT TALLEY SR., GARY BURNETTE, PATRICIA REDWOOD, CAROL HARRISON, DERRYL HANSON, BRENDA KELLEY
· VISITORS: COLETTE AMICI (FORMER CEO FIRST LANDING FOUNDATION, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.), FELIX VALDERRAMA
PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT READ
MEETING PREPERATION: 

· All data from last year was set up for members present today to view. Chief Brown explained each item that was on display. 

· The Roster from today’s meeting is to be copied and given to the tribal secretary for recording. The original is to go with the grant that is to be delivered to ANA in Washington, DC on Monday January 31, 2012.  The SEDS Grant needs a total of 82pts to be approved and the LANGUAGE Grant needs a total of 90 pts to be approved. The word of the week needs to be attached to the Language Grant. 
· Everyone present today addressed themselves and their duty with the tribe. 

· The password to the member’s page was given today and also noted that it will be changed in February. Tribal members present today were informed of security issues that took place with the web site. Another issue at hand is that the member’s page has been compromised due to discrepancies with certain tribal members. 
· Chief Brown stated that we are in need of two new Board/Council members. 

· Chief Brown passed out a document to each Board member present today for them to familiarize themselves with. (Non-Profit Chief Executive: Effective Board Management)

· Chief Brown informs members that there is a conference taking place at the UVA on March 24th 2012 for higher education and tribal member Wanda Brockington is scheduled to attend. 
OATH OF OFFICE: 
New Council Members Tommy Hines and Joseph Epps sworn in according to the Constitution and By-Laws. Each member has declared their Allegiance and this is affirmed by tribal members Gloria El who moved the affirmation and Wanda Brockington 2nd  according to the Constitution and By-Laws. 

The affirmation was officially noted and Chief Brown asked if there was any discussion. None was noted. Chief Brown noted that all tribal members are required to read our By-Laws and Oath of Allegiance. There is also a Re-affirmation of Citizenship that needs to be filled out each year and turned in to the tribe. This is also needed for Federal Recognition. The nine clans are listed in the By-Laws and each member will be assigned a clan.
OVERVIEW OF TRIBAL PROGRESS AND COMMITED GOALS/TRIBAL CARDS:

· Tribal members are informed that our tribe was never extinct/defunct and that the tribe was reformed in 2002. All media coverage on our tribe needs to be reviewed by all tribal members so they will be well informed of tribal news and business. 

· 15 Goals were re-established and documented and sent to the BIA December 2nd 2002 and is still on record. These 15 Goals are on our website. Chief Brown read each goal to members present. Each tribal member should be visiting the website once a week. 
· Chief Brown addressed Walter Pleckers idea on the races in Virginia and the hit list that was distributed to each Clerk of Court in Virginia. 

· The 6 tribes that submitted their request for recognition by way of Congress never submitted a letter of intent. Chief Brown sent a letter regarding this petition that was submitted to Congress for Federal Recognition by these 6 tribes and wanted to know why the 3 new tribes that were just recognized in the State of Virginia were not included in this request along with the 6 tribes. Congressman Warner informed Chief Brown that when this Bill comes available again the letter will be reviewed. Chief Brown said we all need to read our history because we have our language.
· All presentations/donations addressed and were over $40,000. Also noted tribal member John Cummins generous donations for 2011 and how grateful we are for his generosity. Angus Hines a tribal member also is noted for his generous donations as well. 
· So far we have 2 goals that have not been accomplished. Our Federal Recognition and Cattashowrock Town. The combo to the gate for our land is given today. Chief Brown addressed the progress in regards to clearing and excavation. So far approximately $8000 has been paid to Micky Gray (Gray’s Construction) and we owe another $800.
· James Thrett letter read by Chief Brown regarding the Nottoway documented our village (Cattashowrock Town) in his letter of statement documented in the 1700’s. 
TREASURE’S REPORT:
· The land payment requirement is discussed and Chief Brown has stated that 340 people on the roles at present. We have 240 working adults. Our requirement is $100 a year or $50 twice a year. In 2011 49 of these 340 members contributed to their land tax and a total of 89 of 234 since acquiring the land have made a contribution. If 234 contributed 100 each that would total $23400 and we could pay the balance of $16028 off. Chief Brown has set a date to have a mortgage burning ceremony in March 2012 if we get the loan paid. To date 18 members have paid $500 or more towards the loan. Chief stated that our relatives need to be more involved. 
· Also noted today that Bernard Hedgepeth is paid in full on land tax with presentations and their contributions. Vashti Clarke is paid in full by $500 plus with contributions from presentations and United Way through her job. Each of these members monetary contributions were made directly to the Heritage Foundation. 

· NOTE: Chief Brown stated that if you have not contributed to the tribe with assistance of working you will not be allowed free entry or food at this year’s Powwow. All members need to get involved with the tribal duties and this message needs to be relayed to all tribal members. There will no longer be any freeloading allowed in this tribe. You either work or pay your way when Powwow time comes. He states there are individuals that have to travel longer distances than some to support this tribe and their finances are in jeopardy but are here to assist those members that do not attend functions or participate in duties required of them. 
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Also Chief Brown states there are people on our tribal roles that are carrying a heavy debt of tribal ID cards for five years and never contributed anything. 
· Tribal cards: Chief Brown stresses that he is aware of complaints regarding tribal member cards. At present we are working on the new ones and the ones that are expired will be done at a later date. He informs members present that his card, Vice-Chief Ellis Wright and War Chief William Lamb all have expired cards and have not been updated. This info needs to be relayed to all members. 
· The tribal roles have been viewed today and letters to individuals that have not paid their administrative fees for 2011 will be receiving a letter stating this and requesting that they get on board with their contribution as a tribal member.
· Payments as of 1/28/2012:
1. Kevin O. Denny $200 (land)ck
2. Rondell Hunter  $50 (adm. Fee) m/o         $200 (land) m/o
3. Angus Hines      $500 (land) ck
4. Andrea Mason   $100(land 2011) ck    $100(land 2012) $60 (adm. Fee) * a check from H.F. of $60 to reimb. Tribal acct.
5. Tribal logo   cash $5.00

6. Beverly El       $160 (admin. 50 Bev, 50 Gloria El, 60 Robert El)  $150 (land- Bev 50, Gloria 50, Robert  El 50)

7. Charles/Teressa Baxter $100 ck(land 50 each)      $65 ck( tribe- 3 hats,3 t-shirts,1 decal )

8. Mary J. Wilkerson   $60 (admin) ck     $100 ck( land)
9. Cynthia Brown     $50 (admin)ck      $100(land) ck

10. Tommy Hines       $100 (land 2012) ck    
11. Patricia Redwood  $100(land) ck

12. Mary K. Wilkerson $50 (admin. 2012)ck

13. Carol Harrison        $90 ( admin. 60 Carol, 30 Clifford  Winbush-son)ck             $100 (land)ck- Carol

14. Larry Pegram          $50 (admin)ck

15. Ethel Ferguson       $50(land)ck

16. Dr. Vernon Rainey $300 (50 admin. 250 land) * H.F. write check for $50 to tribal account

17. Joseph Epps          $50(admin.) ck         $50 (land) ck

18. Felicia Brown      $100(land)      $60(admin)  *note- Chief Brown paying fee with one check total $370 (Felicia, Chief, and Samantha Bailey)
19. Samantha Bailey   $100(land)       $60(admin) *note- paid by Chief Brown

20. Chief Walt Brown $50(admin.) 

21. Brenda Kelly        $60(admin) cash         $20 (issue 6 waskehee/1 decal) *note: Found at close of meeting

Today’s total:       Heritage Foundation:  $2530 ($2510 ck $20 cash)             Tribal Account:   $915   ($845 ck $70 cash)

· A total of $110 needs to be written from the H.F. checking account to reimburse the tribal account from transactions
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· Invoices Paid:   
*Deborah Motahari - Heritage Foundation Checks 

($53.47- Ink, tape cassettes, binders, leaf inserts)

($167.85- Internet service Jan-March) increased $3 to $55.95. All receipts for internet were given to Teressa Baxter for 2011. It was also noted that we need to discuss paying this fee out of the Heritage Foundation directly. 
A motion was made by Tommy Hines and 2nd by Vice Chief to pay Deborah out of the Heritage Foundation for expenses incurred relating to Website and office expenses. Motion was approved. 
*Cynthia Brown – One night stay at Palm Tree Inn (assist Chief Brown with preparation of tribal meeting/grant) $43.00 

Chief Brown reimbursed Cynthia but a motion was made by Tommy Hines to reimburse him from Heritage account at a later date in the amount of $43.00 and the motion was 2nd by Teressa Baxter. Motion approved.

· Teresa Preston is thanked for her generous and laborious task in keeping the spread sheet up to date. A copy of the spread sheet needs to be given to Teressa Baxter for checks and balances.
· Chief Brown re-opens discussion in regards to tribal members going to Wal-Mart  with the letter that was typed up explaining our organization is tax exempt under 501 c 3 status. You would need to take this letter to the manager in your area to arrange to set up a table with a jar or box asking for donations to help build our village, pay for our land, etc. A total of 40 hours will be granted. 
CATTASHOWROCK TOWN: (100 ACRES total, survey is in issue VI of our Waskehee, value is $300,000 and paid $135,000)
· As of today’s date our anticipated goal is to establish our Native Village by July 2012. In need of 750  20 ft long salt treated Palisade post for our village  and tribal members to assist in construction. Cynthia Brown will contact West Frasier in Seaboard in regards to these. Also noted by Chief Brown that when he was at Virginia Beach helping build the board walk a lady by the name of Ms. Greer gave him a business card that would help us acquire the bark covered wood needed for the Long Houses. He also stated that we need a good grant committee to help with this project. Chief Brown informs us that Dominion Power Philanthropist gave $500,000 to an entity in Virginia Beach.  We cleared/excavated 3.6 acres last year in the front part of the tribal land for our Tribal Education Center/Museum. A total of 10 acres cleared in the back for our Powwow grounds to have our first powwow in 2013. 
· Recently Mickey Gray was hired again to re-grade a large hole left by International Paper to dig sand out. Also another interpreter trail was cut for our tribal land along with approximately 3 acres cleared for our Palisade Native Village “Cattashowrock Town” which was identified in a sworn statement from James Thrett in the Court of Prince George November 7th 1707 (Document in Annuals of Colonial European History) which Chief Brown read previously. 


· The Dividing Line History document dated 1720 in a diary by William Byrd III was read by Chief Brown to members present. We are also informed that our land that we have now is very close to the part that is described in this document which is the Square tract. This document also described our village during that time. It is describe as Hibernian in nature which is of Celtic/Irish origin. Each square is 100 yds. = (30ft x 300ft)







· We also want to put a sand pit on 4 acres. This will cost $1000 an acre bonding with the State of Virginia. We have to submit a condition of use permit to make sure we can take the sand off side of the tribal land. The two ponds that are on the site plan will be dug up by us and the dirt used to build our roads. 
· Colette Amici (Former CEO of First Landing Foundation) has been asked by Chief Brown to present a proposed plan to help with our flora and fauna on our tribal land and to assist with planning of our Native Village. 

Her statement is:
She and her husband (Randy Amici) were founding members of First Landing Foundation (Ft. Story, Va. Beach). They recreated a Chesapeake Village/Colonial Outpost on original research that her husband did in 2007. She is amazed that our land is so beautiful and that she has felt the spirit in the land.  
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We already have many native plants on our land. She started out as FLF Natural Resources Consultant beyond being the CEO of FLF. Her background is Natural Resources and has done a lot of work in ethno botany, which is the way people use plants. Her husband wrote the cultural pieces for the signage at FLF Fort Story and she wrote the ones for the ethno-botanical pieces and would like to do the same for us. 












She would do the River Trail, Native, and Cultural trail. She has visited our land a couple of times and has written down facts to use. Also noted that it was very similar to what they have at Ft. Story. Our habitat is more woodland. She states we can do a Three Sisters Garden and that the native women of clans had an acre each to farm with their daughters, sisters and mother. She proposed that we use traditional tools to cultivate this garden. Also noted the women would burn the fields and leave the tree stumps there and plant around them. What we would accomplish is teaching history and sustainable methods of farming. 
The Three Sister Garden consists of corn with the beans running up the stalks and the squash on the ground to nourish the plants. We can also incorporate sunflowers as well. She also suggested planting inside a Palisade to keep the animals out due to the fact that we don’t practice the old way for watch towers (children would be in a stand to throw rocks at the animals to chase them away).

Chief Brown states we need an invoice from her for her time allotted to assist. We are planning to hire her for assistance and looking at paying a fee of $1500-$2000. She also needs to contact Daren Loomis to acquire the names of native plants. 
· William Lamb Howell’s grandfather is addressed today to members present. His name is William Lamb and is written in the history of Southampton County Virginia by Paramore and Painter. 

· Teresa Preston needs to send new version of Cattashowrock Town to Deborah Motahari so she can update on the website.  
OVERVIEW-NEW BUSINESS:
· The Hand Site Marker was placed on General Thomas Highway on November 2nd 2011. Chief Brown states there are more to come. 

· Magazines discussed referencing our tribe. One a local magazine and Indian Country Today. Chief Brown has ordered 5 copies. 

· Pay Pal was supposed to be discussed but Rick Cannon is not present today. This will be discussed at next meeting. 

· The fundraiser arranged with Mary Frances Wilkerson is dated for April 14th 2012 at Applebee’s. Deborah’s email and phone number are given to Mary Frances today. 

· Chief stated in regards to grants that he will be sending an email to those that have been earmarked to help. He will be waiting for their response. 

· We need to do a business plan for organization from meeting with Julie Little and Tommy Hines arranged. Her fee is $2500. 
· Derryl Hanson makes a statement expressing his concerns regarding his commitment to the tribe. He stressed that he is out promoting our tribe and will do whatever is needed to help his nation get to where it needs to be. He reminds us all that we have to live the native way and remember our ancestors and what they endured before us. We also need to get the youth more involved because they are the ones that will carry on after we have gone on. He also reminds us that people will be looking and observing our genealogy. He thanks all that have been there to assist him in anyway and is grateful for all of the staff’s contributions.

· We need deceased family member’s information.

· Sonya Howell’s addressed has changed to her father’s (William Lamb Howell)

· Glen Scott needs to update Melissa Scott’s address. 

· Correction needed for Tanterrian Taylor’s contribution for land. She has paid $54 in 2011 and $10 towards administrative fees. She says that this amount was a total of $76 from the raffle done at the July Powwow.  Chief Brown informed Tanterrian that she needed to pay her administrative fees for 2012.
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· A letter was received from Kitty Boone asking to remove her name from the tribal roles along with Ricky Boone. The closing of the letter was signed by Kitty but not Ricky. This issue will be discussed in the next meeting to determine what the issue is. William Lamb Howell will call Ricky.
· Tribal roster labels need to be updated.
· Chief Brown expressed to Charles Baxter he needed Organization/Tax letter to use in presentation at the Board of Supervisors meeting to solicit support. He is also asking members in the area to attend and express their concern due to our status being 501 c 3. 
· Van decal is discussed and the insurance is still being paid by Chief Brown which needs to be paid by the Tribe. This was decided on in a previous meeting. 

· Application request from Kenneth Hale is reviewed and Cynthia Brown to send application to him. His surname lineage is Boseman. He lives in Georgia. 

POWWOWS:
· July 28th & 29th  2012 11th Annual Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe Powwow & Gathering – Southampton County Fairgrounds, Courtland, Va. 23837

· November 16th & 17th 2012 Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Inter-Tribal Corn Harvest Fall Festival Powwow & School Day –     JEBLC-FS (FORT STORY), VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. 23459    * PENDING *
STATUS ON TRIBAL LOAN WITH BB&T:
· The  next payment is due February 15, 2012 in the amount of $1629.15

· The current balance is $16,028.00

TRIBAL LAND STATUS:
· DCR Reseeding of Long Leaf Pines is growing well. Tribal members need to visit the tribal land. 

· A land tax donation letter was typed up by Chief Brown for those members that made their contributions for last year. Teresa Preston received the document to input the individual members name on the letter and to be mailed out. 
COMMENTS AND CONCERNS:
· Tommy Hines voiced concerns referencing tribal member’s responsibility as outlined in the Constitution and By-Laws. He recommended that the By-Laws be revisited pertaining to tribal members responsibility as it applies to support of tribal affairs. It was agreed via discussion that this concern would be re-visited at a later date preferably in a closed meeting.  

· Chief Brown stated we also need another discussion also about getting on the tribal land and picking up limbs to burn for the village to be constructed. 

Meeting adjourned 6:15pm
