CHEROENHAKA (NOTTOWAY) INDIAN TRIBE

        OF
                                              SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA                                       TRIBAL MEETING MINUTES

                                    FEBRUARY 25TH 2012

                         DAYS INN CONFERENCE ROOM FRANKLIN,VA.
DRAFTED BY: Deborah “Tiger Lily” Motahari (Tribal Secretary/H.F. Board of Dir.)

*MEETING OPENED WITH IROQUOIS PRAYER BY CHIEF WALT “RED HAWK” BROWN*
ROLL CALL: 











                      COUNCIL/H.F. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Chief/Chairman Walt Brown, Vice-Chief/Vice-Chairman Ellis Wright, William Lamb Howell (War Chief/Council/H.F. Board), Joe Epps (Council/H.F. Board), Charles Baxter (Tribal Judge), Teressa Baxter (Council/H.F. Board/Treasure), Vashti Clarke (Council), Cynthia Brown (Council/H.F. Board/H.F. Sec.), Deborah Motahari (H.F. Board/Tribal Sec.), Beverly El (H.F. Board), Teresa Preston (H.F. Board at Large/Financial Sec.) 

TRIBAL MEMBERS: Gloria El, Gloria Hawkins, Juanita Smith, Inez Burton, Mary Frances Wilkerson

ABSENT:  Tommy Hines, and Lovie Roscoe. It was noted that Lovie Roscoe needs to be replaced. Ricky Boone cannot be reached in regards to his wife’s letter sent previously asking to have their names removed from the roles. Cynthia Brown will need to type a letter for Ricky, Kitty and daughter regarding their membership being placed in the inactive file.
Minutes: Chief Brown asked if everyone read the minutes from the last meeting. He states corrections are needed for January 28th 2012 meeting minutes. These minutes will be tabled for the next meeting due to Council/Board member’s response is needed. The conversation regarding comments and expressions (By-Laws) at the end of the last meeting in January needs to be removed from the minutes. A motion was made by Vice-Chief Ellis Wright moved and Teressa Baxter 2nd this motion for Council and Board members to respond within 7 days on these minutes. Motion has been properly moved and accepted. 
Overview of Tribal Progress and Committed Goals/Grants/Tribal Cards: 
CATTASHOWROCK TOWN: 

· Chief Brown went to Boykins to price palisade post for the tribal land. They will be $40 a piece. 
· Chief advised both treasurers’ need to bring tabulation sheets to each meeting.

· Chief asked Teresa Preston to send receipts to people that sent land tax donations.
· Mary Ross discussed in regards to the Dominion Power Grant. Colette Amici is going to assist in preparing this grant for our Native Village. The business organization chart needs to go to Colette Amici. 

· Chief Brown states he wants to acquire 25-30 Saw Tooth Oak trees which are $149 a piece. Teresa Preston researched source for the trees. Teresa Preston is also researching bark covered wood for our Long Houses. 
· Cost analysis for signage for interpretations is $700 a piece. Chief Brown states there are members in this tribe that have many talents and can assist with construction for the signage displays. If the members contributed their skills to assemble the signage this would cut down on the expense.

WORD OF THE WEEK/TRIBAL CARDS/HONORARY MEMBER: 

· Chief Brown states we need to be reviewing the word of the week. Gloria Hawkins, Juanita Smith and Inez Burton need to be updated with the last word of the week. Deborah Motahari will need to email this to the three sisters. 

· Vashti and Chief had a discussion regarding sentences…noun first, then adjective, then any verbs.
· Jade Hanson’s card discussed. Chief Brown noted that her letter came back with her card and address needs to be corrected. Also he researched her card information and found that her card had not expired and noted that it is indefinite. 

· Chief Brown has been in contact with a Philanthropist who will help us with our vision for our tribal land. His name is Mark Tetzlaff. He has been voted in as an honorary member which is moved by Vice-Chief Ellis Wright and 2nd by Vashti Clarke. 

TREASURE’S REPORT:
PAYMENTS JANUARY 2012/FEBRUARY 2012:

JANUARY 19TH 2012 CALLED MEETING:

· BERNARD HEDGEPETH          $150

· LILA HEDGEPETH
           $90

· RICARDO HENRY
           $130

· SHEILA WILLIS-HOOKS          $200 (2 CHECKS 12/1/2011 – 1/19/2012)

TOTAL:                                      $570.00

JANUARY 28TH 2012 TRIBAL MEETING:
· KEVIN O. DENNY                         $200

· RONDELL HUNTER
               $200

· ANGUS HINES
                             $500

· ANDREA MASON                          $200 (2011/2012)

· BEVERLY EL
                             $50

· GLORIA EL

               $50

· ROBERT EL

               $50

· TERESSA BAXTER                        $50

· CHARLES BAXTER                       $50

· MARY J. WILKERSON                  $100

· CYNTHIA BROWN                        $100

· TOMMY HINES
                             $100

· PATRICIA REDWOOD                  $100

· CAROL HARRISON                       $100

· ETHEL FERGUSON                       $50

· DR. VERNON RAINEY                  $250

· JOE EPPS

               $50

· FELICIA BROWN                           $100

· SAMANTHA BAILEY                   $100

       TOTAL:                                     $2400
COMBINED JANUARY TOTAL- $2970  
FEBRUARY 2012 LAND TAX PAYMENTS:
As of February 25th 2012 a total of $2634 was donated by:
 VASHTI CLARKE (UNITED WAY)           $174

 VASHTI CLARKE                                        $100

 BERNARD HEDGEPETH                            $100

 LILA HEDGEPETH                                      $100

 ALVIN SUTER                                             $100

 CHARLEEN SUTER                                    $100

 INEZ BURTON                                             $350

 GLORIA HAWKINS                                     $350

 DESIREE SUTER-BONNER                        $100

 EDNA B. WILSON                                        $100

 LEATHA LAMISON-WHITE                       $260

 JUANITA SMITH                                          $350

 RAMONA STOVALL                                   $200

 BEVERLY EL                                                $50

 GLORIA EL                                                    $50

· ROBERT EL


           $50

 RICARDO HENRY                                        $100

TOTAL- $5604.00
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ADMINISTRATION FEES:(2/25/2012)
· TOMMY HINES SR.                $60

· TOMMY HINES JR.                 $30

· VASHTI CLARKE 

     $60
· NANCY TURNER

     $60

· KARL BROWN

     $50

· KARLUS BROWN                   $30

· TAMMY DESNOYERS           $60

· TIFFANY DESNOYERS         $30

· NICHOLAS DESNOYERS      $30

· INEZ BURTON                        $150

· GLORIA HAWKINS               $150

· LAVONNE ELLIS

    $50

· PATRICIA GLOVER              $50

· ELSIE RISNER

    $50

· WOODY ARTIS

    $50

· THOMAS ROSS JR. 
    $50
· LEATHA LAMISON WHIT   $60

· BONNIE SCIMONE
    $50

· JUANITA SMITH

    $125


· ETHEL JOHNSON

    $50








TOTAL             

   $1245

· All totals were given to Teresa Preston today for logging on the Financial Report.
· The tribal account received a total of $1245 today. The balance as of January 31, 2012 is $1208.93 with no checks expended. 
· The heritage foundation checking account received $2634 today in land tax fees. On January 30th 2012 the balance in the H.F. checking account was $11,299. A statement received on January 31, 2012 shows a balance of $11466.00. 
· The spread sheet is needed for both checking accounts. Teressa Baxter states that the spread sheet has not been completed yet. Chief Brown said he wants Powwows/Grants/Presentations for the operating Budget. Chief Brown also said some of the figures are not going to be available anymore and that all items will be done from 2009 up to now. 
· There is an issue with Vashti Clarke’s donation from BOA. The donation came in with Teresa Preston’s name because she completed the data for the donation. It should have Teressa Baxter’s name listed as Developer Director. 
· It was noted today by Chief Brown that Bernard Hedgepeth and Lila Hedgepeth sent an extra donation for land with a note informing the tribe that this would be their last donation of any kind. 
· A 990 form from a presentation at SERCAP in Roanoke, Virginia was given to Teressa Baxter. 
· A Budget Committee has been assembled. The members are: Cynthia Brown(Chair), Tommy Hines (Vice-Chair), Teressa Baxter (Treasure), Patricia Redwood (Committee member), Teresa Preston (Financial Secretary).
FUNDRAISER: Chief Brown has put together a Fundraiser Committee for our tribe. He says the reason for the new committees is to release some of the work off of him to this Committee due to his health declining. There are 35 members on the Fundraiser Committee. Chief Brown stated that we need to do $50,000.00 in fundraisers to keep our tribe together. 
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FUNDRAISER COMMITTEE: Mary Frances Wilkerson (Chair Committee Person), Gloria Hawkins (Co-Chair), Loretta Batten, Sherrie Baxter(Odom), Wanda Brockington, Carolyn Brown, Inez Burton, Vashti Clarke, Tammy Desnoyers, Gloria El,  Lavonne Ellis, Joseph Epps, Donnie Freeman, Esther Guyton-Holiday, Cheryl Hargrove, Thommy Hines, Cassandra Requizo, Caroh Holly, Charleen Hunter-Suter, Jade Jackson, Stephanie Johnson, Leatha Lamison-White, Chris Ortiz, Larry Pegram, Vernon Rainey, Patricia Redwood, Todd Ricks, Bonnie Scimone, Juanita Smith, Lila Hedgepeth, Tawanda Talley, Brenda Taylor, Tanterrian Taylor, Debra Vincent, Helen Whitaker, Sheila Willis-Hooks. 

· A motion is needed to accept the 35 named members. Vashti Clarke moved and Vice-Chief Ellis Wright 2nd the motion. 
· The fundraiser list was given to Mary Francis Wilkerson and Gloria Hawkins. A recommendation by the fundraiser committee member’s acceptance is needed. The committee members accepted their responsibility given. A motion was made by Vice-Chief Ellis Wright and 2nd by Joseph Epps those Committee members Mary Frances Wilkerson and Gloria Hawkins are officially and unanimously accepted and approved for the responsibility as Fundraiser Co-Chair committee members. 
· Chief Brown explains that the 35 member committee needs to be contacted for ideas on fundraisers. He wants feed back within the next two days from committee chair members. 
· Mary Frances Wilkerson states she contacted Apple Bee’s for our fundraiser that will take place April 14th 2012 8a-10a. We need a total of 10 people to assist: 2 people to  man the door and take tickets, 2 people to seat patrons, 2 kitchen preps, 2 people to take orders/serve, and a cleanup crew. She says we need a head count of what tickets have been sold a week in advance (April 7th 2012 is the date). A total of 200 tickets given today to tribal members present and their contact info is recorded by Mary Frances Wilkerson along with the number of tickets they will sell. 
TRIBAL WEBSITE STATUS UPDATES:
LAND TRACTS CLAIMED: 

· Chief Brown gave an overview of a document that will be accessible on our website in regards to (ETHNO HISTORICAL SURNAMES BY COUNTY/STATE FOR LAND TRACTS). This information was received from Dennis Hutchens. This list of data was started in 1996. 
· A letter from Rick Francis discussed. This letter was also discussed on March 14th 2006 at the VCI which the VCI claims they never received. (1833 LAW OF CERTIFICATION REFERENCE VA CODE IN 1860) Chief Brown wants to reactivate again. 

· PAY PAL PENDING
2012 TRIBAL MEETINGS/POWWOWS/EDUCATION PRESENTATIONS:
· February 26th 2012 Cub Scouts Carrsville Community Center 4pm

· February 29th 2012 ODU 4p

· March 10th 2012 DAR- 11am Scott Memorial UMC 409 First Colonial Rd. Va. Beach

· March 28th 2012 Boy Scouts- 6:30p Kempsville Middle School 860 Churchill Rd. Va. Beach 
· April 12th 2012- Premier Community College, Clarkston Ga. (Pending) 
· June 28th 2012 – Evelyn School Reston, Virginia: need 7 people in regalia to assist/ email to go out to tribal members
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STATUS OF TRIBAL LOAN:
· Current balance as of February 8th 2012 $13007.13/ Mortgage burning ceremony – All adult tribal members ($100 Donation)
· A motion was made today to apply another $2000 to the principle balance of our land loan. Vashti Clarke made the motion and Vice-Chief Ellis Wright 2nd the motion. 

· On February 27th 2012 7pm the Chief will be at the BOS meeting to get support on for our tribal land to be tax exempt. He said we need all tribal members in the area to be present to support our tribe. The tax before penalty was $770 and paid $860.12
TRIBAL LAND STATUS:
· Chief Brown stated that we need to excavate 2 to 4 acres for sand pit and that this requires a new permit. He informs Charles Baxter that he needs for him to take responsibility for acquiring this permit. Chief Brown said that there is a fee involved to renew this permit. 

· The tribal land needs to be re-graded and sticks picked up and cleared. This needs to be done so we can get ready for our Powwow in 2013. 

· Chief Brown has made a recommendation to take $1000 from the tribal account and $1500 from the heritage foundation checking account to pay Ernest Bowers to clean the tribal land which would include grading 10 acres of land and aerate and cut another trail. He says he can’t continue doing the work he is doing and needs help due to his health. 
· A motion to apply this $2000 to have the land re-graded and cleaned/extra trail was moved by Joe Epps and was 2nd by Vice-Chief Ellis Wright. The motion was approved and accepted. 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 4:30P 
