Cheroenhaka(Nottoway) Indian Tribe and Heritage Foundation

October 11, 2011 Call Meeting 

 Home of Charles and Teresa Baxter, Clay Street, Franklin, VA
The purpose of this meeting was to turn in checks and take care of other Tribal business.
Present: Chief Brown, Vice-Chief Ellis Wright, War Chief William Lamb Howell, Teressa Baxter, Charles Baxter, Teresa Preston
Receipts to the Cheroenhaka(Nottoway) Tribal Heritage Foundation Checking Account:

$500 from the Naval Station in Richmond, VA for presentation.

$70 to Foundation, $60 in cash and $10 by check
$40 returned to the donation bucket

Outstanding receipts owed to the Foundation:

$6000.00 contract from Norfolk State…needs W-9 and invoice.
Tribal Checking Accounts:

Balance Tribal Checking  Account - 
$1.903.69

Balance Foundation Checking  Account 
$8,467.87
Total of both accounts:

             $10,371.56 

Tribal Applications:
Tribal Application was received from David B. Epps who already has a family member in the Tribe.

It was moved by Ellis Wright and seconded by Teressa Baxter that David Epps be voted in as a Tribal member.  The motion unanimously passed.   
David B. Epps Roll # A63-7275

A check for $250 was received and stratified as follows:

$170 to Foundation Account to be credited toward Land Tax Donation

$60 administrative fees / $20 tribal card for a total of $80.00 to the Tribal account,
Stephanie Johnson application did not have a check enclosed but everything else was in order. 

Hand Site Marker Dedication Nov 2, 2011 at 12 noon 

The Chief’s men and council men are to be there at 11 am Nov. 2 for unveiling of Highway marker.  Invoice for marker $1,500.00.  Foundation spent $791.40 to fly Gerald Smith in to testify at the DHR not counting the trips to Richmond and the meetings for the committee. $1,791.40 was invested to make sure that this marker was done correctly.  Chief got a call from VDOT in Suffolk saying the marker will be in Oct. 19th.  The Chief will call VDOT in Suffolk to coordinate with VDOT in Courtland.
Nov. 19, 2011 Pow Wow at First Landing Foundation will take place.  The widow of Jerry MacDonnald has agreed to honor the contract negotiated in the amount of $10,500 to the Foundation plus 35% of the gate.

The meeting closed at 8:00 pm.

Teresa Preston

(Chief Brown requested the following Hand Site Report for the Tribal Record to be included with the call meeting report.)

THE HAND SITE
The Hand Site was a Native American village site located on the Nottoway River down stream of the bridge on General Thomas Boulevard near Handsome VA.  The Tribe’s oral traditions say this site was  occupied by the Cheroenhaka(Nottoway) during the 1500-1550’s.  In fact this site showed three distance periods of occupation, the earliest dating to 700 B.C.  It was from this site that 131 remains were excavated in the 1960’s and were accessioned into the Smithsonian .  The Tribe visited the Hand Site Skeletal Remains in the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History October 14, 2005.  (See Waskehee Issue Three)
The effort to protect the Hand Site began at the January 2009 ASV Board meeting when Chief Brown and Teresa Preston approached the ASV Board for their support in applying for a memorial marker for the Hand Site which had been a project very important to Col. Howard A. MacCord who passed Oct.3, 2008. Col. MacCord was Virginia’s authority in archeology and had been a close personal friend to Chief Brown and a mentor who encouraged the Chief in his accurate historical Tribal research.  
The spring of 2009 brought another death of an ASV member who had excavated at the Hand Site.  Russell Darden was also an Honorary Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Tribal member. Russell  had worked the Hand Site in the 1960’s and showed Chief Brown the site.  It was now doubly important that knowledge of where the site was located be preserved and passed down to Tribal council members and be honored.
Submission of the memorial marker application was also delayed because the property had been sold in January 2009 and we had to wait for the public records to be recorded to locate the new owner because the owner of a historical site must support submission of the site and sign the marker application.  
On July 28, 2009, Chief Brown arranged a meeting which included the representative of the new land owner of the Hand Site, the ASV Nansemond Chapter president and secretary, and the US Forestry Service. The group met at Huddle House to go over the aerial photos and topography maps and then walked the property where the Hand Site is located.  Everyone in this group had a goal of preserving the site from damage do to future logging operations in that area.  Later that same summer, the ASV and the State Archeologist arranged for a formal re-visit to the Hand Site to locate the original dig sites. Volunteers from the ASV and the Cheroenhaka(Nottoway) Indian Tribe worked side-by-side for a week digging test holes and sifting dirt in 100 degree heat. Tribal Foundation Board members, who are also ASV members, working at the site were Chief Brown, Beverly El and Community-at-Large member, Teresa Preston. Also volunteering was War Chief William Lamb Howell. 
The marker application was researched and prepared with several meetings of the Hand Site committee.  ASV Honorary Tribal members Teresa Preston, Ed Bottoms and Bert Wendell, along with Chief Brown made up the Hand Site committee.  The application was typed by Teresa Preston and reviewed by the entire committee.  Teresa hand delivered the application to the Dept. of Historic Resources in Richmond, VA on Monday, May 10, 2010, in preparation for the DHR Board meeting in July 2010.  The marker narrative was not approved.  
Additional documents were submitted by ASV and Chief Brown in preparation for the second DHR Board meeting in Dec. 2010.  A few days prior to the DHR Board meeting the Hand Site committee met with the State Archeologist, Mike Barber. It was apparent from his comments that our committee needed to do everything in its power to provide the highest caliber of testimony.  Teresa Preston was tasked with locating the Hand Site archeologist, Gerald Smith.
A web search turned up an archaeologist by that name and listed an email address. A message was sent but no immediate reply. Five days later Teresa received a cell phone call and she passed the phone number to Chief Brown who called and persuaded Gerald Smith into flying up ($791.40), all expenses paid, to testify before the DHR Board. The December 16, 2010 meeting resulted with the DHR Board directing the DHR Director, Kathleen Kilpatrick, to work directly with Chief Brown to find a wording that would satisfy everyone. Chief Brown invited Teresa Preston to attend.  
The Hand Site narrative was debated on and reworked based upon additional source documents that Chief Brown provided to DHR. Two meetings with the Director of DHR were scheduled before a narrative agreeable to all was obtained, but it still had to be approved by the DHR board.  
The July 2011 DHR Board meeting resulted with more debate and testimony. Chief Brow gave facts supported by references to counter Dr. Helen Rountree's unsupported and negative remarks. The DHR Board voted to approve the marker narrative as presented.
The dedication is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2011 at 12:00 noon during Native American month.

  
 It should be noted again that the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe and its foundation gave a lot of labor and time to this effort. $1,791.40 is a lot of money out of the tribe and its foundation toward bringing this marker to fruition.... our $1,791.40 plus the $500 combination from ASV, Nansemond Chapter, and ASV HQ total some $2, 291.40 allocated toward bringing the Hand Site Marker to closure - of course this does not include time allocated for labor, travel and gas.

(End of Hand Site Report)
