          CHEROENHAKA (NOTTOWAY) INDIAN TRIBE 
OF
SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA
 
January 22, 2011

 

SUBJECT: Annual State of the Tribe Address by Chief Brown 
 
DRAFT AGENDA
Open Meeting with Iroquois Prayer 

Roll Call / Read and approve Minutes from call meeting (note corrections)

Overview:

        ANA Grant Meeting – Prepare for SEDS and Language Grant Submission

o       Review Comments from ANA

o       Add Input Per Comments To previous Grants

o       Sparrow Hawk’s Word of the Week (Learn Our Language)

Treasure’s Report: (Tribal and Foundation)

        Accept Payment of Administrative Fees & Land Assessment Tax

1.      Kudos to Teresa Preston for the Spread Sheet Development

        Tribal Member Status on Donations (Two Year Period) 

        Tribal and Heritage Foundation Bank Account Balance on Hand?

-         Tribal Women Group Meetings (Beading Class / Christmas Gathering)

-         Tribal Clans – See Tribal Constitution and By Laws

-         July, Oct & Nov 2010 Powwow(s) 

-     Waskehee Journal & Ads Update – Issue VII for 2011

-      Remaining Bills to Be Paid?

-          Tribal Fundraisers-Status – Business Donation Letter Request for Space & Table  
Overview - New Business: 

-Hand Site Marker – Gerald Smith’s Testimony to DHR / Other Highway Markers

Tribal Website Status (Thank You Tiger Lily) /Heritage Foundation Website

2011 Powwows / Tribal Education Presentation:
        April 30, 2011:  Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Intertribal Spring Festival Powwow & School Day – Southside Virginia Community College, Alberta, VA 23821

        July 23 & 24, 2011: 10th Annual Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe Powwow & Gathering – Southampton County Fair Grounds, Courtland, VA 23837

        November 18th & 19th, 2011 Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Intertribal Corn Harvest Fall Festival Powwow & School Day – JEBLC-FS (Fort Story), VA Beach, VA 23459

      7.   Status of Tribal Loan with BB&T. Next payment due Feb. 15, 2011 ($1,629.15)

        Current Balance of Loan - $30,367.00 (GONGRATS: $100,000 + Paid!)

8. Tribal Land Status - Update.
        DCR Reseeding Long Leaf Pines - 50 Acres / Burning (January – March 2011  

      Status of Conditional Use Permit- County and City of Suffolk

        Grays Construction progress with excavation of 4 and 2 acres – ponds /sand.

        Tribal Education Center and Museum / Cattashowrock Town -Status 

        Real Estate Tax Charge By Southampton County -$760.00 (Status) 

        Land Donation Thank You Letter / Postcard – Status?

(Expressions / Comments / Close Meeting w/ Prayer)
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SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY VIRGINIA 

                               

   JANUARY 22ND 2011 STATE OF THE TRIBE MEETING MINUTES
DRAFTED BY:  DEBORAH “TIGER LILY” MOTAHARI – (TRIBAL SECRETARY) Jan. 26th 2011 7:45 pm  LOCATION: RUTH B. CAMPBELL LIBRARY- FRANKLIN, VA. 12n

*Meeting was opened by Chief Brown with Iroquois prayer

ROLE CALL: Council-Ellis Wright, William Howell, Vashti Clarke, Teressa Baxter, Charles Baxter(Tribal Judge);                                                                                                                                                                            Heritage Foundation Board- Deborah Motahari , Beverly El, Angus Hines, Teresa Preston (Member at Large);                                                                                                                                                                                         Tribal Members- Waleshia Hunt, Sonya Taylor, Carol C. Harrison, Tammy, Nicholas, and Tiffany Desnoyers, Ethel Ferguson, Brenda Taylor, Patricia Redwood, Bernard and Lila Hedgepeth, Aryana Hedgepeth, Jimmy and Cheryl Hargrove, Christine Ortiz, Larry Pegram, Mary Wilkerson, Rickie and Kitty Boone, Tawanda,Carolyn, and Robert Sr. Talley, Tommy Hines, Kevin Denny II, Cherrie Newby, Sherrie Baxter, Felicia Brown, Caroh Holley.                                                                                                                                                                                Absent: Lovie Knight and Ethel Johnson were still missing and no one has heard from them. Cynthia Brown called and said she was in the emergency room all last night (excused)

· Purpose of the meeting:  State of the Union Address of the Tribe: Chief Brown gave an overview /update on the status of the tribe and concerns. The tribal Recognition Resolutions: SJ127 & HJ171, the plans for our Cultural Center and Museum. All books were made available for tribal members to review. Tribal Roll, along with tribal minutes and calendars.  Tribal cards were presented today for: Tommy Hines and his oldest daughters, Gloria El, Tammy, Nicholas, and Tiffany Desnoyers, Cherrie Newby, Hope Motahari, Kevin Denny II, Tom Lasseter (mailed), and John Cummins (mailed).   

· Chief Brown stated that all note takers must hand over their notes at the end of the meeting or type them up and e-mail to Deborah Motahari. 

-Chief gave a welcome to all present and had each state our English name along with our Native name and what positions we held in the tribe if any. Chief Brown also spoke a few words in our tribal language to those present. Chief Brown stated that we all need to learn our language and that Vashti Clarke is in charge of sending the word of the week out for us to memorize it. He also indicates that this is critical for us to receive our Language Grant.  Chief says he will need another Council member as well as another Heritage Foundation member. 

- Chief gave out donation letters for us to give to Wal-Mart, etc. so we can be allowed to sit out front with a donation jar to collect money to help pay for the land and put up the buildings. Bernard Hedgepeth shared his creativity today with a model of a Tribal lodge that was duplicated from those used by our ancestors on the tribal land. Chief Brown commended him for this and stated that he could help with the preparation of the construction when we begin. 

-The website sign in and password were given again. Chief advised this would be changing in approximately 120 days so that our information would remain secure.

-Deborah Motahari read the minutes from the 1/15/11 meeting at the Comfort Inn. Chief advised of several corrections/additions he wanted added/changed. Ellis Wright moved and Vashti Clarke 2nd to accept the minutes as written with the noted corrections/additions. The issue regarding Bernard and Lila Hedgepeth’s donation given to the tribe by their church was explained. 







-Tribal Unity Dinner-Chris Ortiz has agreed to sing and play the hand drum as part of the entertainment and we will try to get her accommodated by the conference members.  At present we have 15 that have been confirmed to attend. For purposes of the scholarships, Chief advised that it was not the work of the parent but the work the college student does in regards to being eligible for the scholarship.

-The previously mentioned grants will be re-submitted. Chief noted that they didn’t go through the first time because of items the reviewer said were missing however the information regarding them was in the material provided. Also noted was that Laura Ray will not be able to commit assisting in the preparation of the 2nd submittal of the Language Grant.  One discredit was that it was noted we were filing for Federal Recognition within a year and that is not true.  ANA=Association of Native Americans

-  Kudos to Teresa Preston for putting the administrative fees and land tax funds paid spreadsheet together. Chief stated members not paying admin fees or land tax will be sent a warning letter of possible placement on the tribal inactive rolls.  It’s not fair for them to be able to lay claim to the land when they haven’t contributed to it.  A land tax donation report an admin fee report will be prepared and sent to all tribal members. 

TREASURER’S REPORTS                                                                                                                                              HERITAGE FOUNDATION (Terresa Baxter, Treasurer)
Heritage Foundation checking account balanced and reconciled for outstanding checks.

As of today has a ending balance of ……………......................................$13,822.96 

1. $125 Patricia Redwood remainder of her tribal fees. (check made to tribe but applies to her Land Donations) -$250 now received to be credited $60Tribal admin dues/$20 tribal card/$45 for land/$170 total credited to land tax donation)

2. $100 Mary Frances Johnson- Wilkerson - (check for $160- $100 land/$60 Tribal Dues)

3. $  40 - Chris Ortez  cash-land donation

4. $  50 - Ellis Wright cash-land donation

5. $100 – Sheryl and Jimmy Hargrove 50/50 check-land donation

6. $100 - Tommy Hines  check- land donation

7. $100 William Howell  check- land donation

8. $50 – Ethel Ferguson check – land donation

              $615 total ($105 is in cash/ $510 by check)
- to be deposited

    +  $13,822.96                    

        $14,437.96 Total of Heritage Foundation Checking Account after this deposit














PG.2
TRIBAL CHECKING ACCOUNT (Chief Brown & Vice-Chief Wright)                                                                                                                        -Administration fees are $60 for adult members 61 and under ($15 a quarter), $50 for adult members 62-80, $30 for College Students up to the age of 23. Tribal Members over 80 are exempt.  Only 86 members have paid their administration fees for 2010.

Tribal Checking Account balanced and reconciled for outstanding checks as of today:   $6,070.51
1. $50 - Ethel Ferguson -cash- Tribal admin fees

2. $60 - Patricia Redwood – check - Tribal admin fees

3. $50 - Mary Frances Johnson-Wilkerson (check for $160 split $50/$100 land)

4. $60 - Chris Ortiz - cash

5. $60 - Brenda Taylor - check

6. $50 - Ellis Wright - cash

7. $50 -Cheryl Hargrove -check

8. $60- Tommy Hines - check

9. $50 -Rickey Boone - cash ($10 owed)

10. $50 -William Howell – check

11. $60- John Cummins – check (added at close of day)

    $   600.00            ($195 is cash/$400 in checks)
                                                                                                                                                                     + $ 6,070.51                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  $   6,670. 51 Total of Tribal Checking Account after this deposit

                                                                                               

Heritage Foundation checking account:
$14,437.96 

Tribal Checking Account


$   6,670.51
Total of both accounts


$ 21,108.47

-Vashti Clarke was commended for her leadership role as Chairperson of the Tribal Women Group putting the meetings together and for her tribal word of the week emails. Chief advised more women would come to the meeting if it was held in a more centralized location. A discussion ensued regarding where a centralized location would be since everyone comes from different areas. Vashti Clarke advised this was the reason they tried to have the meetings hosted at different people’s houses so that everyone would not have to drive every time. No clear decision was made. Vashti asked for an updated women’s roster so she could contact all of the women and perhaps find a centralized location for the meetings. Teresa Preston offered to open her home for the central location. 

Clans:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
-Hawk, Beaver, Wolf, Snipe, Deer, Eel, Bear, Turtle, Heron                                                                                                 
-Article 16 in the by-laws states that each Clan Mother/Chief Man, must be nominated by that family. 
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POWWOW UPDATE:                                                                                                                                                                    
- We will not be having a powwow in Blackstone this year unless they provide funds since we have lost approximately $3800 over the last few years due to low attendance.                                                                              
- Deborah Motahari has listed all three powwows on 6 websites and 12 more sites are to be listed on.                                               
Waskehee Update: Chief mailed 2 magazines to the Vaughan family. Chief took issue VI back to the printer for a bid on getting 50-75 more copies since we are almost out.

Fundraising: Chief Brown stated that we need a Chairperson and committee. He has appointed Mary Frances Wilkerson for this task. 

Hand Site Marker (44SN22):  This was discussed again. Chief advised there were 15 more in the works. One is in Old Nottoway Town (Sebrel, VA) where the 1st land deed was done.
Tribal Website: Deborah Motahari was thanked for all the work that she does for the tribe and on the website. Also note that Kevin Denny II will be asked to help build us a Heritage Foundation website. He and Deborah will be communicating on this once this is done and if she has questions otherwise. He asked Kevin Denny II what the going salary pay per hour was for Developing an Building a website. He stated that it is a going rate of $280 an hour.          

Presentations:       April 9th-Chief will be doing a presentation at 7 p.m. for the Murfreesboro Historical Society after they come back from a trail ride. Chief asked for tribal members to attend in regalia.

Tribal Loan:  Ellis Wright Moved/William Howell 2nd to pay the next land payment on 2/4/11 since Beverly advised the 5th was on a Saturday. The total amount due in February is $1629.50. Chief recommended an extra $1000 to be applied to principle bringing the total amount to pay up to $2,629.15.

Tribal Land Status:                                                                                                                                                             -Gray’s Construction is clearing /excavating 6 acres and burning piles of debris on the tribal land.                                                                                                                                                          
-A business plan is needed ASAP for the land planning to show how much estimated funds will come in from the museum along with the salaries that will need to be paid, etc.                                                                                                       
-Chief Brown contacted Congressman Randy Forbes office for a possible meeting reference the tribal land.                                                                                                                                                                                 
-A Letter needs to be sent to Community Electric Company requesting free telegram poles that we will be used for the palisade fort for our Native Village – Cattashowrock Town.  There was discussion regarding the arsenic derivative that may be in the poles and what it would do to the environment and members while they’re putting up the poles.                                                                                                                                   
 -Tribal Land Real Estate Taxes: -A bill in the amount of $760 was received from the County Commissioner which Chief will dispute.                                                                                                                                                       -Angus Hines commended Chief Brown on his work for getting us to the point we are on the tribal land. 
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MISCELLANEOUS:                                                                                                                                                                                   -Receipt’s were given to Teressa Baxter for Apple Bee’s 1/15/2011, gas receipt 1/21/2011, and ink 1/21/2011. 

- Deborah Motahari submitted her internet bill which went from $49.95 to $52.95 a month as of January 1st. We need to pay $161.32 out of the Heritage Foundation account for Jan/Feb/Mar. Ellis Wright moved and William Howell 2nd to pay.                                                                                                                                                                                      
-Deborah Motahari also submitted her time sheet for 55 hours at $4 an hour. William Howell moved /Vashti Clarke 2nd to pay from the Heritage Foundation account in the amount of $220. 

 -Teresa Preston advised we have received 38 orders for flags. We need 62 more orders to obtain the discount amount of $39.99 per flag. Teressa Baxter suggested the tribe purchase 100 flags and sell them at the powwows for $50 each.                                                                                                                                                                                                
- Chief asked Tribal Secretary Deborah Motahari to send another email to all tribal members one last time regarding ordering the flags.                                                                                                                                                                           

-John Cummins and Thomas Lasseter’s tribal cards are being mailed today. They are already sealed in envelopes.                                                                                                                                                                             
-Waleshia Hunt was given a certificate of appreciation by Chief for working at our 8th annual powwow.                        
-Ellis Wright was given a certificate of appreciation.








                                                                                                                                                                                  -Heritage Foundation thank you Post Cards has been developed and will be mailed to all individuals / organizations and for tribal members that have made financial donations to the tribe. Foundation Secretary, Cynthia Brown is to prepare on the Foundation’s letter head a thank you letter.                                                        

-Meeting concluded at 4:00 PM with Iroquois prayer.                                                                                                           

-  After the meeting we drove to look at the land. Most is cleared and there was one pile of stumps/debris still smoking. Chief pointed out where the various buildings would be going.                                                                          

- Dinner was held at Apple Bees where everyone that attended purchased their own food.
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